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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of California directs Synchrony Bank and
Equifax Information Services, LLC, who have appeared in the action, to approve or oppose a
stipulation of dismissal with prejudice filed by the plaintiff and Experian Information Solutions, Inc.
The court explains that Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)(ii) requires the stipulation to be
signed by all parties who have appeared and sets a June 27, 2025 deadline for the required filing or an
all-party stipulation.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE During a pending federal civil action, Plaintiff William Reeve and
Defendant Experian Information Solutions, Inc. filed a stipulation
seeking dismissal with prejudice of the claims against Experian under
Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41. The court directed the remaining
appearing defendants to approve or oppose the stipulation, or
alternatively required a stipulation signed by all parties who had
appeared.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a stipulation of dismissal under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)(ii) may be
effective without the signatures of all parties who have appeared in the action.

HOLDINGS

1. A stipulation of dismissal without a court order must be signed by all parties who have appeared in the
action; because Synchrony Bank and Equifax Information Services, LLC had appeared but had not
signed, the existing stipulation was insufficient to proceed without their approval or a fully signed
stipulation.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“However, because Rule 41(a)(1)(A)(ii) requires a stipulation of dismissal to be “signed by all parties who
have appeared,” and only Plaintiff and Defendant Experian Information Solutions, Inc., have signed the
stipulation, the Court will require the remaining Defendants in the case who have appeared—Defendants
Synchrony Bank and Equifax Information Services, LLC—to submit a filing approving or opposing the
stipulation of dismissal.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff William Reeve and Defendant Experian Information Solutions, Inc. sought to dismiss with prejudice the
claims against Experian. Only Reeve and Experian signed the stipulation. Synchrony Bank and Equifax
Information Services, LLC were remaining defendants who had appeared in the action but had not signed it.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The case was pending in the Eastern District of California when Reeve and Experian filed a stipulation of
dismissal with prejudice. Because Synchrony Bank and Equifax Information Services, LLC had appeared but
had not signed the stipulation, the court ordered them to file approval or opposition by June 27, 2025, or
permitted the parties to file a stipulation signed by all appearing parties.
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