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SUMMARY

The Fourteenth Court of Appeals orders appellant Petra Mueller to file an amended notice of appeal

correcting the trial court cause number. The order states that failure to comply by March 20, 2020,

may result in dismissal for want of jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether an incorrect cause number in a notice of appeal defeats the appellate court's jurisdiction.

2. Whether an appellant must be given an opportunity to amend a defective notice of appeal before the

appellate court dismisses the appeal.

HOLDINGS



1. An incorrect cause number in a notice of appeal does not defeat the court of appeals' jurisdiction when

the notice is a bona fide attempt to invoke appellate jurisdiction.

2. An appellant should be given an opportunity to amend a defective notice of appeal before the court of

appeals dismisses the appeal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“An incorrect cause number on the notice of appeal does not defeat the jurisdiction of the court of appeals if

the instrument is a “bona fide attempt” to invoke appellate court jurisdiction.”

“An appellant should be given an opportunity to amend a defective perfecting instrument before the court of

appeals may dismiss an appeal.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The appeal arose from a judgment signed by the 250th District Court of Travis County on June 26, 2018. Petra

Mueller filed a notice of appeal on July 23, 2018, but the notice identified an incorrect trial-court cause number.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Appellant filed a notice of appeal on July 23, 2018, but the notice contained an incorrect cause number. The
Fourteenth Court of Appeals determined that the notice was defective but ordered appellant to file an amended
notice of appeal with the correct cause number by March 20, 2020, warning that noncompliance could result in

dismissal for want of jurisdiction.
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REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Appellant must file an amended notice of appeal reflecting the correct trial-court cause number on or before
March 20, 2020. If appellant does not comply, the court will consider dismissing the appeal for want of

jurisdiction.
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