UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
TENNESSEE

Davis v. Bank of America, N.A.

Davis - No. 2:25-cv-03088-SHL-cgc - Decided February 10, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Tennessee grants Bank of America’s
unopposed motion to compel arbitration in Kristopher Davis’s action against the Bank. The court
denies the request to dismiss the case, explaining that under Smith v. Spizzirri, a federal court lacks

discretion to dismiss when a party requests a stay pending arbitration.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff brought an action against Bank of America, N.A. Defendant
filed an unopposed motion to compel arbitration and dismiss the
action.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished district court order

TOPICS

arbitration  civil procedure  contracts =~ commercial litigation =~ motions to dismiss

PRACTICE AREAS

arbitration  civil procedure  contracts =~ commercial litigation

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court should compel arbitration when the plaintiff acknowledges that his claims are subject

to the defendant's arbitration policy.

2. Whether the court may dismiss the action instead of staying it after referring the claims to arbitration.



HOLDINGS

1. Because the parties did not dispute that Davis's claims were subject to the Bank's Arbitration Policy, the

court compelled the parties to arbitrate the claims.

2. When a federal court finds that a dispute is subject to arbitration and a party has requested a stay
pending arbitration, the court does not have discretion to dismiss the action merely because all claims
are arbitrable.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“When a federal court finds that a dispute is subject to arbitration, and a party has requested a stay of the
court proceeding pending arbitration, the court does not have discretion to dismiss the suit on the basis that
all the claims are subject to arbitration” (Smith, 601 U.S. at 475-76)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Kristopher Davis filed claims against Bank of America despite an arbitration policy governing the claims. Davis
acknowledged that he was bound by the Bank's Arbitration Policy, and his counsel agreed that the claims should
be arbitrated. The parties did not dispute whether arbitration should be compelled, but the record did not

establish that Davis agreed to dismissal rather than a stay.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The defendant moved to compel arbitration and dismiss the case. The court compelled arbitration but denied

dismissal, leaving the case subject to a stay rather than dismissal unless the plaintiff later agrees to dismissal.
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