UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF

MISSOURI, EASTERN DIVISION

Deborah Malloy v. Trileaf Corporation, et al.

Malloy - No. 4:24 CV 506 CDP - Decided January 29, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri directs defendants to file an

amended verified statement of attorney’s fees incurred as sanctions for plaintiff’s discovery

misconduct. The court finds the existing fee submission insufficient because it does not identify billing

rates, personnel roles, or explain inconsistent billing entries. The order sets deadlines for defendants’

amended submission and plaintiff’s responses.
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Following summary judgment for defendants and a separate order
granting defendants' motion for sanctions based on plaintiff's
discovery misconduct, the court considered defendants' verified

request for $55,104.50 in attorney's fees.

A district court has wide discretion in determining the amount of
reasonable attorney's fees awarded when a party has been sanctioned.
Reasonableness is evaluated using the lodestar method, calculated by

multiplying the hours reasonably expended by reasonable hourly rates.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether defendants' submitted declaration and fee statement provided sufficient information for the

court to determine a reasonable attorney's-fee award imposed as a sanction.

2. What additional fee documentation defendants must submit before the court can calculate a reasonable

sanctioned fee.

HOLDINGS

1. The submitted declaration and fee statement were insufficient to permit the court to determine a
reasonable attorney's fee because they did not adequately identify the timekeepers and their roles, state

the applicable hourly rates, or explain discrepancies in the rates charged.

2. Defendants were required to file within seven days an amended verified statement containing sufficient,
complete, and accurate information from which the court could calculate a reasonable attorney's fee; fees

incurred preparing the amended statement could not be included in the fee request.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“which is calculated by multiplying the hours reasonably expended by the reasonable hourly rates.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Defendants sought $55,104.50 in attorney's fees incurred because of plaintiff's misconduct during discovery.
Their counsel submitted a declaration and fee statement, but the materials did not identify the hourly rates, the
names and roles of all timekeepers, or explain apparent inconsistencies in rates charged for the same individuals.

The court therefore could not determine a reasonable fee.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The court previously granted defendants summary judgment and separately granted their motion for sanctions. It
directed defendants to submit a verified statement of reasonable attorney's fees, but determined that the
submitted declaration and fee statement lacked sufficient information to evaluate the requested fees. The court
ordered an amended verified statement and allowed plaintiff additional time to respond to that statement and

defendants' pending bill of costs.
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