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SUMMARY

This document is a plaintiff's memorandum supporting a motion for judgment as a matter of law under
Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 50(a) in a civil rights action in the Northern District of Illinois. Jaime
Rios argues that defendant Reynaldo Guevara suppressed evidence that he beat Cristino Garcia during
an interrogation and that the evidence was favorable, unavailable through reasonable diligence, and
material to Rios's underlying criminal conviction. The memorandum requests judgment on those
issues or judgment on the relevant Brady claim, with a trial on damages only.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff filed a memorandum in support of a motion for judgment as a
matter of law under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 50(a), seeking
resolution of suppression, reasonable-diligence, and materiality issues
concerning a claimed Brady violation and judgment on Count XII.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 50(a), judgment as a matter of
law is proper when a party has been fully heard on an issue and a
reasonable jury would lack a legally sufficient evidentiary basis to find
for that party. The memorandum states that the Rule 50 inquiry mirrors
the summary-judgment inquiry and asks whether reasonable jurors
could find for the plaintiff by a preponderance of the evidence.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether judgment as a matter of law should resolve in Rios's favor the issue of whether Guevara
suppressed evidence that Garcia denied involvement in the murder.

2. Whether judgment as a matter of law should resolve in Rios's favor the issue of whether Guevara
suppressed evidence that he beat Garcia in an effort to obtain a false implication of Rios.

3. Whether the alleged suppressed evidence could have been discovered through the exercise of reasonable
diligence.

4. Whether the alleged suppressed evidence was material under Brady and its progeny.

5. Whether judgment as a matter of law should be entered on Count XII, with a trial limited to damages.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A legally sufficient amount of evidence need not be overwhelming, but it must be more than a ‘mere
scintilla.’” (at 863)

“The reviewing standard “‘mirrors’” that for summary judgment, such that “‘the inquiry under each is the
same.’”” (at 150)

“disclose evidence materially favorable to the accused” (at 87)

“Evidence qualifies as material when there is ‘any reasonable likelihood’ it could have ‘affected the judgment
of the jury.’” (at 1006)

“need not show that he ‘more likely than not’ would have been acquitted had the new evidence been admitted.
He must show only that the new evidence is sufficient to ‘undermine confidence’ in the verdict.” (at 1006)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The memorandum concerns Rios's civil-rights claim arising from his criminal prosecution for murder. Rios
contends that Chicago detective Reynaldo Guevara beat alleged accomplice Cristino Garcia with a phonebook
and billyclub or flashlight to obtain information implicating Rios, and concealed the beating and Garcia's denial
of involvement from prosecutors. Trial evidence described Garcia's alleged beating, the absence of physical or
forensic evidence linking Rios to the crime, conflicting or impeached testimony, and public-defender testimony



that the alleged beating would have warranted investigation but that interviewing Garcia presented practical
obstacles.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Before trial, Rios moved for partial summary judgment on Counts XI and XII. The court denied partial summary
judgment on Count XII because Aubrey O'Quinn had submitted a declaration stating that he never witnessed
Guevara hitting a suspect. After trial evidence was presented, Rios filed this memorandum requesting judgment
as a matter of law against Guevara and, alternatively, jury instructions resolving certain issues in Rios's favor
and a trial limited to damages.
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