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SUMMARY

The Fourth Court of Appeals of Texas ordered the appellant's brief unsealed after determining that the
trial court's sealing order appeared overly broad. The court noted that the appellant stated its brief did

not disclose protected health information and that the appellee did not object or file a notice.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the appellant's appellate brief should remain sealed when the asserted basis for sealing was
protected health information, the appellate court determined the trial-court sealing order appeared overly
broad, and appellant represented that the brief disclosed no protected health information.

HOLDINGS

1. The appellant's brief should be unsealed and made publicly available because appellant represented that
it did not disclose protected health information and appellee did not file a contrary notice after being
given an opportunity to do so.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“In light of the foregoing, we ORDER appellant’s brief be unsealed. We instruct the clerk of court to make
appellant’s brief publicly available.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The appellant filed its appellate brief under seal because it referenced portions of the trial record that the trial
court had sealed. The asserted basis for sealing was the alleged inclusion of protected health information
concerning nonparty patients. After the court of appeals found the sealing order appeared overly broad, appellant
stated that its brief contained no protected health information and that there was no need to keep it sealed;

appellee did not respond.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The trial court entered a sealing order covering portions of the record that purportedly contained protected health
information of nonparty patients. Integrity Pain Management filed its appellate brief under seal. The court of
appeals concluded that the sealing order appeared overly broad, requested notices concerning whether the brief
disclosed protected health information, and ordered the brief unsealed after appellant stated that it contained no

such information and appellee filed no contrary notice.
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