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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Utah denied without prejudice Defendants’ Rule
12(b)(6) motion to dismiss. The court held that Plaintiffs’ amended complaint was timely filed as a
matter of course under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 15 and superseded the original complaint.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendants moved to dismiss the original complaint under Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(6). While the motion was pending,
Plaintiffs filed an amended complaint as a matter of course under Rule
15(a)(1). The court denied the motion to dismiss without prejudice.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiffs could amend their complaint as a matter of course within 21 days after service of
Defendants' Rule 12(b) motion.



2. Whether Defendants' motion to dismiss the original complaint remained operative after Plaintiffs filed a
timely amended complaint.

HOLDINGS

1. Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 15(a)(1), Plaintiffs could amend their complaint once as a matter
of course because they filed the amended complaint within 21 days after service of Defendants' Rule
12(b) motion.

2. A timely amended complaint supersedes the original complaint and renders the original complaint of no
legal effect; therefore, a motion directed at the original complaint must be denied without prejudice.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The “amended complaint supersedes the original complaint and renders the original complaint of no legal
effect.”” (text)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Cory and Cheryl Jones proceeded pro se and alleged that Defendants violated their Fourth and Fifth Amendment
rights in connection with the investigation of their daughter's death in March 2024. Defendants moved to dismiss
the original complaint under Rule 12(b)(6). Plaintiffs filed an amended complaint within 21 days after service of
the motion.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiffs filed suit alleging Fourth and Fifth Amendment violations arising from Defendants' investigation of
their daughter's death. Defendants moved to dismiss on April 13, 2026. Plaintiffs opposed the motion and filed
an amended complaint on April 21, 2026. Because the amended complaint superseded the original complaint, the
court denied the pending motion without prejudice and permitted Defendants to refile it if appropriate.
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