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SUMMARY

The Iowa Supreme Court reviewed attorney-discipline proceedings against Stacie L. Lett, who
admitted or was found to have misappropriated client funds, neglected client matters, violated court
orders, and failed to cooperate with the disciplinary investigation. Applying de novo review, the court
agreed with the Grievance Commission that the misconduct warranted permanent revocation of Lett's
license to practice law. Costs were taxed to Lett.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Board proved by a convincing preponderance of the evidence that Lett violated the Iowa
disciplinary rules.

2. Whether permanent revocation of Lett's license, rather than a lesser suspension, was the appropriate
sanction for her repeated misappropriation of client funds and other misconduct.

HOLDINGS

1. The Board proved by a convincing preponderance of the evidence that Lett violated multiple mandatory
disciplinary rules by misappropriating client funds, failing to return retainers and client property, failing
to provide accountings, neglecting client matters, failing to appear or comply with court orders, and
failing to cooperate with the Board's investigation.

2. Permanent revocation of Lett's license to practice law was warranted.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We agree with the findings and recommendation of the Commission and revoke Lett's license to practice
law.” (140)

“In light of the factual findings set forth above, we agree with the Commission: the Board has proved, by a
convincing preponderance of the evidence, Lett violated each of the foregoing disciplinary rules.” (144)

“There is no place in our profession for lawyers who convert funds entrusted to them. It is almost axiomatic
that we revoke licenses of lawyers who do so.” (144-145)

“We must, therefore, revoke Stacie L. Lett's license to practice law.” (146)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Lett misappropriated approximately $5,000 entrusted by clients as a down payment for a house and later stole
$13,300 entrusted for the purchase of a mobile home. She neglected multiple client matters, failed to return
retainers and client documents, failed to provide accountings, disregarded court discovery orders, lied to clients,
and failed to cooperate with the disciplinary investigation. Her misconduct caused substantial harm, including a
judgment against a client who did not learn of the trial until afterward, and she made little effort to reimburse the
victims.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After Lett pleaded guilty to second-degree theft involving approximately $5,000 in client funds, the Supreme
Court temporarily suspended her license. The Board filed a formal disciplinary complaint alleging multiple
violations of Iowa's professional-responsibility rules. Lett failed to answer the complaint and requests for
admissions, thereby admitting the allegations; after a hearing, the Grievance Commission recommended



permanent revocation. The Supreme Court independently reviewed the record de novo, agreed with the
Commission's findings, and revoked Lett's license.
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