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SUMMARY

The Florida Supreme Court held that overbreadth alone is not a sufficient basis for common-law
certiorari review of a nonfinal discovery order. The court quashed the Third District's decision and
concluded that the requested financial information was relevant and discoverable because it could lead
to admissible evidence concerning the value of the disputed real property, and its disclosure did not
cause irreparable harm.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether overbreadth of a nonfinal discovery order, standing alone, supports common-law certiorari
relief.

2. Whether the requested financial information was relevant and discoverable in the underlying action.

3. Whether disclosure of the requested financial information caused material, irreparable harm that could
not be remedied on appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. Overbreadth alone is not a proper basis for common-law certiorari review of a nonfinal discovery order;
the petitioner must establish a departure from the essential requirements of law that causes material,
irreparable injury throughout the remainder of the proceedings and cannot be remedied on postjudgment
appeal.

2. Financial information is discoverable when it is relevant to the disputed issues in the underlying action
or is reasonably calculated to lead to admissible evidence; the requested financial information here was
relevant to the property's value, the parties' valuation-related contentions, and damages issues.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The petitioning party must demonstrate that the contested order constitutes “(1) a departure from the
essential requirements of the law, (2) resulting in material injury for the remainder of the case[,] (3) that
cannot be corrected on postjudgment appeal.”” (454)

“Overbreadth is not a proper basis for certiorari review of discovery orders.” (457)

“Financial projections and information here are interwoven into an assessment of property value and are
discoverable.” (459)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Board sold state-owned real property to Florida National College, whose rights under the purchase contract
were later assigned to American Educational Enterprises. After the sale closed, American sued the Board over
the property's value and the purchase contract, including claims for reformation and economic damages. During
discovery, the Board sought financial statements, tax returns, budgets, auditor reports, and related financial
information from Florida National College and American. The trial court compelled production, concluding that
the information could assist in evaluating the property's value and American's damages claims, while the Board
agreed to maintain confidentiality.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY



American sued the Board for negligent misrepresentation, fraud in the inducement, unjust enrichment, and
reformation of a real-estate purchase contract. During discovery, the trial court granted the Board's motion to
compel production of extensive financial documents. The Third District granted certiorari and quashed the
discovery order on the ground that it was overbroad. The Supreme Court of Florida accepted review based on
express and direct conflict, quashed the Third District's decision, disapproved the use of overbreadth alone as a
basis for certiorari relief, and concluded that the requested information was discoverable.

DISPOSITION

quashed

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The Supreme Court quashed the Third District's decision. The trial-court discovery order was permitted to stand,
subject to the trial court's authority to use protective orders to limit the use and dissemination of confidential
information.
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