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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Georgia affirmed Dennis Ronald Allaben’s conviction for malice murder

arising from the strangulation death of his wife. The court held that the evidence was constitutionally

sufficient to establish malice and that circumstantial evidence supported venue in DeKalb County

under Georgia law. All Justices concurred.
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Allaben appealed from his convictions for malice murder and felony
murder following his third trial. The Supreme Court of Georgia
reviewed challenges to the sufficiency of the evidence supporting

malice murder and to proof of venue in DeKalb County.

The court viewed the evidence in the light most favorable to the
verdict and determined whether a rational trier of fact could find the
defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt under Jackson v. Virginia.
The same standard was applied to the sufficiency of the evidence

proving venue.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the evidence was constitutionally sufficient under Jackson v. Virginia to support Allaben's
conviction for malice murder despite his claim that Maureen's death was accidental and that he lacked

intent to kill.

2. Whether the State proved beyond a reasonable doubt that venue was proper in DeKalb County when the
body was discovered in Clayton County and no witness directly identified where the fatal injury

occurred.

HOLDINGS

1. The evidence was constitutionally sufficient for a rational jury to find beyond a reasonable doubt that
Allaben committed malice murder. The jury could reject his accident and lack-of-intent claims, credit his

inculpatory admissions, and infer malice from his prolonged strangulation of the victim.

2. The evidence was sufficient to permit the jury to find beyond a reasonable doubt that the murder might
have been committed in DeKalb County, and therefore venue was proper under OCGA § 17-2-2 (h).
Venue could be established through circumstantial evidence even though no witness directly identified

the county where the fatal injury was inflicted.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Indeed, the jury was authorized to infer from Allaben’s admissions and the medical examiner’s testimony
that Maureen’s death was not an “accident,” that Allaben’s actions demonstrated a reckless disregard for
human life that showed an abandoned and malignant heart, and, therefore, that Allaben was acting with

malicious intent.” (at 11)

“Viewed in the light most favorable to the verdict, the circumstantial evidence was sufficient to authorize a
rational jury to find beyond a reasonable doubt that the murder of Maureen “might have been committed” in
DeKalb County.” (at 17)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Maureen Allaben was found dead after failing to appear at work, and her body was discovered in Allaben's
pickup truck in Clayton County. Allaben told his sister-in-law that he had planned to render Maureen
unconscious with ether, that he had strangled her, and that her body was in the truck. The medical examiner
determined that Maureen died from strangulation and identified injuries consistent with a chokehold, while
evidence at the Allaben residence in DeKalb County included a moving blanket matching the one wrapped

around the body. The jury could infer that the killing occurred at the DeKalb County residence.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Allaben was convicted of malice murder and felony murder at a December 2016 retrial. The felony-murder
count was vacated by operation of law, and he was initially sentenced to life without parole. After the trial court

denied his amended motion for a new trial except as to the sentence, it resentenced him on October 27, 2021, to



life imprisonment with the possibility of parole. This was Allaben's third appeal; the Supreme Court had

previously reversed his convictions in Allaben I and Allaben II. The court affirmed the judgment in this appeal.
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