UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF

OKLAHOMA

Oscar Brownfield v. Cherokee County School District No. 35

Brownfield - No. CIV-21-312-GLJ - Decided March 19, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Oklahoma sanctioned pro se plaintiff Oscar

Brownfield under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11 for filing a sanctions motion containing fictitious

and inaccurate case citations generated with assistance from artificial intelligence. The court imposed

a $500 sanction payable to the defendant, finding it was the least severe sanction adequate to punish

the conduct and deter recurrence.
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The court sua sponte ordered Plaintiff to show cause why sanctions
should not be imposed under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11 for
filing a sanctions motion containing fictitious and inaccurate case
citations. After a show-cause hearing, the court imposed a $500

sanction payable to Defendant.

Rule 11 compliance is evaluated under an objective-reasonableness
standard, asking whether a reasonable attorney or pro se litigant would
have filed the document after a reasonable inquiry into the facts and
law. The court has significant discretion in selecting an appropriate

sanction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiff's filing of a sanctions motion containing fictitious or inaccurate case citations, after
failing to verify Al-generated legal research, violated Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11(b)(2).

2. Whether a subjective bad-faith finding was required before imposing Rule 11 sanctions.

3. What sanction was appropriate under Rule 11(c)(4) in light of the inaccurate citations, Plaintiff's pro se

status, candor, remedial measures, and the claimed defense fees.

HOLDINGS

1. A pro se litigant violates Rule 11(b)(2) by filing a pleading containing fictitious or materially inaccurate
case citations without conducting a reasonable inquiry into the law, including when the citations resulted
from unverified generative-Al research.

2. A finding of subjective bad faith is not required to impose Rule 11 sanctions.

3. The appropriate Rule 11 sanction was $500, rather than the full $7,032 claimed by Defendants, because

the court could not determine how much of the claimed fee was attributable exclusively to the fictitious

or inaccurate citations.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The central purpose of Rule 11 is to deter baseless filings in district court.” (Section II)

“Therefore, the Court finds the Plaintiff’s submission of a pleading containing fictitious cases and inaccurate

cases references warrants sanctions.” (Section I1.A)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff, proceeding pro se, filed a Rule 11 sanctions motion concerning Defendants' motion for summary
judgment. The motion contained eight authorities that were nonexistent, inaccurately quoted, or did not support
the propositions for which they were cited. Plaintiff admitted using a generative Al tool to assist with legal
research and failing to verify the citations. Defendants submitted evidence that they incurred $7,032 in fees
responding to the sanctions motion, but the court found that the portion attributable specifically to the inaccurate

citations was unclear.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed a Rule 11 sanctions motion alleging that Defendants' summary-judgment motion contained
unsupported and false factual contentions. Defendants responded by identifying fictitious or inaccurately

characterized authorities in Plaintiff's motion and sought recovery of fees and costs. The court issued a show-



cause order, held a hearing on March 17, 2026, considered Plaintiff's admission that he used generative artificial

intelligence without verifying the citations, and imposed a $500 sanction.
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