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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Mississippi reviewed Paul Everette Woodward's convictions for capital murder,
kidnapping, and sexual battery, along with his death sentence. The court addressed challenges to the
multicount indictment, jury selection, voir dire procedures, physical evidence, and the admissibility of
Woodward's confessions. The opinion affirms the trial court's rulings on the issues discussed in the
provided text.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the multi-count indictment charging capital murder, kidnapping, and sexual battery was
prejudicial or otherwise invalid.

2. Whether the kidnapping and sexual-battery charges merged into the capital-murder charge under double-
jeopardy principles.

3. Whether two venirepersons were improperly excused for cause in violation of Witherspoon and its
progeny.

4. Whether the State's opening statement before voir dire required quashing the jury panel.

5. Whether the search and seizure of blue-topped pens from Woodward's truck violated the Fourth
Amendment.

6. Whether Woodward's written, videotaped, and oral confessions were involuntary or obtained in violation
of Miranda.

7. Whether Woodward was entitled to a circumstantial-evidence instruction.

8. Whether the evidence sufficiently established rape as the underlying felony for capital murder.

9. Whether cumulative prosecutorial and courtroom errors denied Woodward a fundamentally fair trial.

10. Whether the death sentence was arbitrary, unsupported by aggravating circumstances, or
disproportionate.

HOLDINGS

1. A single indictment may charge multiple felony counts arising from the same act, transaction, or
connected scheme when the statutory requirements for multi-count indictments are followed; the
indictment charging capital murder, kidnapping, and sexual battery was not prejudicial or invalid.

2. The kidnapping and sexual-battery convictions did not merge into the capital-murder conviction, and
trying and sentencing Woodward on those separate counts did not violate double-jeopardy principles.

3. The trial court properly excused the two venirepersons for incompetency and impaired ability to serve,
rather than improperly excluding them because of opposition to the death penalty.

4. The trial court did not abuse its discretion by permitting the prosecutor to make a brief opening
statement before voir dire, because the statement was confined to facts the State expected to prove and
the panel was admonished that the remarks were not evidence.

5. The trial court properly denied suppression of the pens and other physical evidence because the initial
search was conducted pursuant to Woodward's voluntary consent and the subsequent seizure was



supported by a lawful arrest and probable cause; the later search was a reasonable continuation of the
initial search.

6. The trial court properly admitted all three confessions because they were voluntary and were not
obtained in violation of Miranda or applicable discovery requirements.

7. Woodward was not entitled to a circumstantial-evidence instruction because his confessions described
the details of the charged crimes and constituted direct evidence of significant elements.

8. The evidence was sufficient to prove rape beyond a reasonable doubt and therefore supported the
capital-murder conviction.

9. The alleged courtroom disruptions, prosecutorial comments, firearm demonstrations, and sentencing-
phase argument, considered individually and cumulatively, did not deny Woodward a fundamentally fair
trial or require reversal.

10. The death sentence was not imposed under passion, prejudice, or another arbitrary factor, was supported
by statutory aggravating circumstances, and was proportionate to sentences imposed in similar cases.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Thus, this Court holds that there is no error in the State's charging of three felony counts within a single
indictment since this indictment was returned after the effective date of the statute and followed its dictates.”
(422)

“In the instant case, it cannot be said that kidnapping or sexual battery is the same offense as capital murder
in the commission of the crime of rape.” (423)

“It is this Court's opinion that the evidence presented was sufficient to convince a rational factfinder of
Woodward's guilt of the crime of rape beyond a reasonable doubt.” (431)

“The court here on review affirms the guilt and sentencing phases of this trial.” (435)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Rhonda Crane was abducted from a Mississippi highway by a man driving a white logging truck, forced into a
wooded area at gunpoint, sexually assaulted, and killed by a gunshot. Witnesses observed a white logging truck
and a white male forcing a blonde woman in yellow clothing into the truck. Investigators traced a white Mack
logging truck to Paul Everette Woodward, found a blue-topped fountain pen near Crane's body and similar pens
in Woodward's truck, and obtained written, videotaped, and oral confessions from Woodward.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Woodward was indicted in Perry County on capital murder predicated on rape, kidnapping, and sexual battery.
Venue was transferred to the Circuit Court of Hinds County, where a jury convicted him on all three counts and
sentenced him to death for capital murder; the court imposed consecutive thirty-year sentences for kidnapping
and sexual battery. The Mississippi Supreme Court affirmed the convictions and all sentences after reviewing the
guilt and sentencing phases and conducting the required capital-sentence review.

DISPOSITION



affirmed
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