UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
PENNSYLVANIA, ERIE DIVISION

Jamell Jackson v. Mrs. DePlatchett

Jackson v. DePlatchett - No. 1:25-CV-00128-RAL - Decided January 26, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania denied Jamell Jackson’s

motion for preliminary injunctive relief as moot. The court held that Jackson’s release from

Pennsylvania Department of Corrections custody prevented the defendant from effectuating equitable

relief, and that the Pennsylvania Board of Parole could not be enjoined because it was not a party to

the action.
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Plaintiff moved for preliminary injunctive relief in a pro se civil-rights
action. The court denied the motion as moot because Plaintiff had been
released from incarceration and the Defendant no longer controlled his
conditions of confinement; the requested relief directed to the

Pennsylvania Parole Board also failed because the Board was not a

party.

Preliminary injunctive relief is an extraordinary remedy available only
in limited circumstances. The movant must clearly show a reasonable
likelihood of success on the merits, a likelihood of irreparable harm
absent relief, that the balance of equities favors relief, and that relief is

in the public interest.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Jackson's request for injunctive relief against a prison official was rendered moot by his release

from incarceration.

2. Whether the court could grant injunctive relief directed to the Pennsylvania Parole Board when the
Board was not a party to the action.

3. Whether Jackson demonstrated entitlement to preliminary injunctive relief.

HOLDINGS

1. Jackson's request for injunctive relief against DePlatchett was moot because Jackson was no longer

incarcerated and DePlatchett no longer exercised control over him or his conditions of confinement.

2. The motion could not result in injunctive relief against the Pennsylvania Parole Board because the Board

was not a party to the lawsuit.

3. Jackson failed to demonstrate any entitlement to preliminary injunctive relief.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Preliminary injunctive relief is “an extraordinary remedy” that “should be granted only in limited

5

circumstances.

“Generally, an inmate’s transfer to another prison or release moots his request for declaratory or injunctive
relief.”

“The general rule is that a court may not enter an injunction against a person who has not been made a party
to the case before it.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Jackson, formerly incarcerated at SCI Albion, alleged that between February and March 2024 DePlatchett
exposed her naked body in a prison bathroom and made inappropriate comments about his physical appearance.
He characterized the conduct as sexual harassment and sought damages and equitable relief. After moving for a

preliminary injunction, Jackson was released from SCI Albion and Pennsylvania Department of Corrections
custody.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Jamell Jackson filed a civil-rights action against Mrs. DePlatchett, a unit manager at SCI Albion, alleging sexual

harassment and seeking damages and equitable relief. He moved for a preliminary injunction. After filing the



motion, Jackson notified the court that he had been released from SCI Albion and Pennsylvania Department of

Corrections custody. The court denied the motion for preliminary injunctive relief.

DISPOSITION

denied
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