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Joynt v. California Hotel & Casino, 108 Nev. 539

835 P.2d 799 (1992) - No. No. 22392 - Decided August 5, 1992

SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Nevada reversed a summary judgment in favor of a casino in a premises
liability action. The court held that the plaintiff had raised genuine issues of material fact regarding the
casino's negligence and causation, and that his possible contributory negligence did not bar recovery

under Nevada's comparative negligence doctrine.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether Joynt raised genuine issues of fact regarding the casino's negligence
2. Whether Joynt's actions should be judged by a reasonableness standard

3. Whether comparative negligence bars Joynt's negligence action

HOLDINGS



1. Summary judgment is inappropriate when there are genuine issues of material fact regarding the
defendant's negligence and causation, and when the plaintiff's own negligence does not bar recovery
under comparative negligence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Summary judgment is appropriate only when the moving party is entitled to judgment as a matter of law, and

no genuine issue of material fact remains for trial;” (800)

“A party's negligence becomes a question of law only when the evidence will support no other inference.”
(801)

“In any action to recover damages ... in which comparative negligence is asserted as a defense, the
comparative negligence of the plaintiff ... does not bar a recovery if that negligence was not greater than the

negligence ... of the parties to the action against whom recovery is sought.” (802)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On February 21, 1988, Joynt was waiting to enter a restaurant at the California Hotel and Casino. The waiting
area was crowded. Another person asked to pass, and Joynt stepped back, falling over a protruding base plate of
a statue. He injured his left shoulder, arm, and right knee. He sued the casino for negligence. During deposition,
he admitted he would not have fallen if he had seen the base plate. The casino moved for summary judgment,

which was granted.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Joynt filed a negligence complaint against the casino. The casino moved for summary judgment, arguing that

Joynt's own negligence caused his fall. The district court granted summary judgment. Joynt appealed.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS
Remand this case to the district court for further proceedings consistent with this opinion.
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