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SUMMARY

The Kansas Supreme Court held that a court may not order a child-support obligor to cooperate with

an obligee’s efforts to obtain life insurance on the obligor’s life when the obligor objects. The court

interpreted K.S.A. 40-453(a) as expressing a public policy that life insurance cannot be obtained or

maintained over the insured’s objection. The court reversed the district court and Court of Appeals

orders requiring Marc Hall to cooperate with Susan Hall’s efforts to obtain the insurance.
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Marc Hall petitioned for review after the Kansas Court of Appeals
affirmed a district court order requiring him to cooperate with Susan
Hall's efforts to obtain life insurance on his life as security for

maintenance and child support.

Statutory interpretation is reviewed without limitation. The district
court's order was reviewed for abuse of discretion; a decision based on

an error of law constitutes an abuse of discretion.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a district court may order a child support obligor who objects to the order to cooperate with an

obligee's efforts to obtain life insurance on the obligor's life.

2. Whether such an order violates Kansas public policy expressed in K.S.A. 40-453(a).

HOLDINGS

1. A court order requiring a child support obligor to cooperate with a child support obligee's efforts to
obtain insurance on the obligor's life is against Kansas public policy, as expressed in K.S.A. 40-453(a),

when the obligor objects to the order.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Hence, we hold a court order requiring a child support obligor to cooperate with a child support obligee’s
efforts to obtain insurance on the life of an obligor is against public policy, as expressed by the Kansas
Legislature in K.S.A. 40-453(a), if the obligor objects to the order.” (784-785)

“the Kansas Legislature has expressed its intent that a life insurance policy cannot be obtained or maintained
if the insured objects.” (782-783)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

During divorce proceedings, Susan Hall asked the district court to require Marc Hall to cooperate with her
efforts to obtain life insurance on his life, at her expense, to secure potential maintenance and child support
obligations. Marc objected to the request. The district court nevertheless ordered him to cooperate, and the Court
of Appeals affirmed.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

In the divorce decree, the district court ordered Marc Hall to pay maintenance and child support and, over his
objection, to cooperate with Susan Hall's efforts to obtain life insurance on his life at her expense. The Court of

Appeals affirmed. The Kansas Supreme Court granted review and reversed both the Court of Appeals and the

district court.
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