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SUMMARY

The Delaware Supreme Court affirmed the Superior Court’s denial of Stanley Gatewood’s motion to

correct his sentence under Superior Court Rule 35(a). The Court held that Gatewood’s prior violent

felony convictions subjected him to the applicable enhanced sentence and declined to reconsider the

issue or address constitutional and plea-validity arguments raised for the first time on appeal.
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1. Whether Gatewood's Rule 35(a) motion established that he lacked two predicate violent-felony
convictions supporting the enhanced sentence for his 2015 possession-of-a-firearm-by-a-person-
prohibited conviction.

2. Whether the Supreme Court was required to reconsider the prior determination regarding Gatewood's

predicate violent-felony convictions because he refined or restated the claim.

3. Whether the Supreme Court could consider for the first time on appeal Gatewood's challenges to the
constitutionality of 11 Del. C. § 1448 or the validity of his plea agreement.

HOLDINGS

1. Gatewood had previously been determined to have two convictions that were designated violent felonies
under 11 Del. C. § 4201(c) when he was convicted, and the appeal presented no merit warranting
correction of his sentence.

2. The Court was not required to reconsider a claim merely because it had been refined or restated.

3. The Court would not consider Gatewood's constitutional challenge to 11 Del. C. § 1448 or his challenge
to the validity of his plea agreement because he failed to raise those claims in the Superior Court.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Gatewood pleaded guilty on May 11, 2015, to possession of a firearm by a person prohibited, receiving a stolen
firearm, and conspiracy in the second degree. The Superior Court sentenced him to an aggregate twenty years at
Level V incarceration, suspended after ten years for decreasing levels of supervision. His record included prior
convictions for possession of a firearm by a person prohibited and distribution of a controlled substance within

300 feet of a church, offenses designated as violent felonies at the time of conviction.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Gatewood pleaded guilty to possession of a firearm by a person prohibited, receiving a stolen firearm, and
conspiracy in the second degree. The Superior Court imposed an aggregate twenty-year sentence, suspended
after ten years of Level V incarceration. After an earlier motion for credit time was denied and affirmed on
appeal, Gatewood filed a Rule 35(a) motion arguing that he lacked two predicate violent-felony convictions for

the enhanced sentence. The Superior Court denied the motion, and the Delaware Supreme Court affirmed.
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