
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF
ILLINOIS, EASTERN DIVISION

Tanya A. v. Frank Bisignano, Commissioner of the Social Security
Administration

Tanya A. · No. 1:24-cv-02975 · Decided March 24, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois reviewed the Commissioner of
Social Security’s denial of Tanya A.’s application for supplemental security income under 42 U.S.C. §
405(g). The court held that the administrative law judge’s step-three Listings analysis and residual
functional capacity determination were supported by substantial evidence and free of reversible error.
Plaintiff’s motion to reverse was denied, and the Commissioner’s request to affirm was granted.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the ALJ properly determined that Tanya's impairments did not meet or medically equal Listings
12.04 and 12.06.

2. Whether the ALJ's residual functional capacity assessment was supported by substantial evidence,
including the treatment of Dr. Lopez's five-pound lifting restriction, Tanya's pain complaints, and her
discontinuation of Depakote.

3. Whether the ALJ improperly failed to include Dr. Lopez's five-pound lifting restriction in the
hypothetical questions posed to the vocational expert.

4. Whether the ALJ's Step 5 finding that Tanya could perform other work in the national economy was
supported by substantial evidence.

HOLDINGS

1. The ALJ's Step 3 determination was supported by substantial evidence. Tanya did not establish
reversible error in the findings that she failed to satisfy the Paragraph B or Paragraph C criteria of
Listings 12.04 and 12.06; the court therefore did not need to resolve whether she satisfied the Paragraph
A criteria of Listing 12.06.

2. The ALJ's RFC assessment was supported by substantial evidence and did not contain reversible error.

3. The ALJ adequately considered Tanya's pain complaints and reasonably found that her statements
concerning the intensity, persistence, and limiting effects of her symptoms were not entirely consistent
with the medical and other evidence.

4. The ALJ did not err by omitting the five-pound restriction because hypotheticals to the vocational expert
need include only limitations that the ALJ accepts as credible and supported by the medical record.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court’s scope of review is limited to deciding whether the final decision of the Commissioner of Social
Security is based upon substantial evidence.” (R. 4)

“Substantial evidence “‘means—and means only—such relevant evidence as a reasonable mind might accept
as adequate to support a conclusion.’”” (R. 4)



“The claimant has been prescribed psychiatric medications and underwent counseling visits during the period
in consideration.” (R. 24)

“Thus, for all of the reasons above, Tanya fails to show any reversible error in the ALJ’s RFC determination.”
(R. 30)

“For the foregoing reasons, Plaintiff's Motion to Reverse the Final Decision of the Commissioner of Social
Security (Dkt. 17) is DENIED, and the Commissioner’s request to affirm (Dkt. 23 at 1) is GRANTED.” (R. 31)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Tanya A. alleged disability based principally on physical impairments and mental impairments including bipolar
disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder. The ALJ found severe impairments but determined that they did not
meet or medically equal Listings 12.04, 12.06, 12.15, or the applicable physical listing. The ALJ assessed a
residual functional capacity for light work with physical, mental, and social limitations, and found that although
Tanya could not perform past relevant work, she could perform jobs such as marker, folder, and classifier that
existed in significant numbers in the national economy.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Tanya A. applied for disability insurance benefits and supplemental security income, later amending her alleged
onset date so that only the SSI claim remained. The Social Security Administration denied the claim initially and
on reconsideration. After an administrative hearing, the ALJ denied benefits, and the Appeals Council denied
review, making the ALJ's decision the Commissioner's final decision. The district court denied the plaintiff's
motion to reverse, granted the Commissioner's request to affirm, and affirmed the Commissioner's decision.
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