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SUMMARY

The Wyoming Supreme Court reviewed a district court's temporary and permanent modification of

child custody, visitation, and child support provisions, as well as its contempt finding against the

mother. The court held that the district court abused its discretion by issuing a sua sponte temporary

custody order after a full evidentiary hearing, but that the temporary order did not render the final

custody order void or violate due process. The court also reversed the contempt finding against the

mother and remanded the mother's contempt motion against the father for further proceedings.
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Mother appealed from a district court order modifying custody,
visitation, and child support and holding her in contempt for violating

a temporary custody order.

Issues of jurisdiction and statutory interpretation are reviewed de
novo. Custody and visitation decisions are reviewed for abuse of
discretion. The sufficiency of process in a custody-modification
hearing is reviewed for abuse of discretion. Res judicata applicability
is reviewed de novo. Civil contempt orders in domestic-relations cases
are reviewed for serious procedural error, violation of law, or clear and

grave abuse of discretion.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1.

Whether the district court improperly issued a sua sponte temporary custody order instead of a final

order after a full evidentiary hearing.

. Whether the temporary custody order was a final judgment that barred later adjudication under res

judicata.

. Whether the procedure used to enter the final custody-modification order violated Mother's due process

rights.

. Whether the district court could hold Mother in contempt without issuing a show-cause order as required

by Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 20-2-204(b).

. Whether the district court improperly considered Mother's alcohol use and alienating behavior in

modifying custody and visitation.

HOLDINGS

1.

Although a district court may possess inherent authority to enter temporary custody orders, using a sua
sponte temporary order as a probationary custody arrangement for more than seven months after a full

merits hearing was an abuse of discretion.

. The temporary order did not preclude the subsequent final custody adjudication under res judicata.

. The procedure did not violate Mother's due process rights because she received notice that custody could

be modified and had a meaningful opportunity to prepare and be heard.

. The district court abused its discretion and violated Mother's due process rights by holding her in

contempt without issuing an order to show cause on Father's contempt motions.

. The district court did not abuse its discretion by considering Mother's alcohol use and alienating

behavior in determining the children's best interests and modifying custody and visitation.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Blind hope that a joint custody agreement will succeed, or that forcing the responsibility of joint decision-

making upon the warring parents will bring peace, is not acceptable.” (134)

“The transgression of § 20-2-204(b) was a serious procedural error that denied Mother her right to due
process.” (138)

“While the district court abused its discretion by issuing an ongoing temporary order that improperly
extended the pendency of the custody modification proceeding, it did not result in a final order barring further
adjudication of the issues under the doctrine of res judicata or create a procedure that denied due process to
Mother.” (140)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND



Mother and Father divorced after a five-year marriage, with Mother receiving primary custody of their two
children. Father later sought primary custody, alleging that Mother was alienating the children from him and had
an alcohol problem. After a full evidentiary hearing, the district court entered a sua sponte temporary custody
order designed as a probationary co-parenting arrangement, which later became the basis for a second hearing
and a final order granting Father primary custody. The district court also found Mother in contempt for
consuming alcohol around the children and continuing alienating behavior, while failing to issue a show-cause

order on Father's contempt motions.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The parties divorced in 2009 with Mother receiving primary custody. Father petitioned to modify custody in
2015. After a full evidentiary hearing, the district court sua sponte entered a temporary custody order, later held a
second evidentiary hearing, entered a final order granting Father primary custody, and held Mother in contempt.
The Wyoming Supreme Court affirmed the custody modification, reversed the contempt ruling against Mother,
and remanded Mother's contempt motion against Father.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The contempt holding against Mother is reversed. Mother's contempt motion against Father is remanded to the

district court for further proceedings consistent with the opinion. The custody modification is affirmed.
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