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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Florida approved the Judicial Qualifications Commission’s recommendation
that Judge Carven D. Angel receive a public reprimand for misconduct during his 2002 judicial
election campaign. The court held that his participation in partisan political activities and
representation of himself as a member of a political party violated section 105.071, Florida Statutes,
and Canon 7 of the Code of Judicial Conduct, and ordered him to appear for administration of the
reprimand.
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DISPOSITION approved

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission and Judge Angel
submitted a stipulation concerning judicial-election misconduct and
the JQC recommended that Judge Angel receive a public reprimand.
The Supreme Court of Florida reviewed and approved the
recommendation.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The Court gives the JQC's findings and recommendations great
weight, but retains ultimate authority and responsibility for discipline.
It reviews the findings for clear and convincing evidence supporting
the alleged ethical violations.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published precedential opinion of the Supreme Court of Florida
approving a public reprimand in a judicial-discipline proceeding.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the stipulated facts established by clear and convincing evidence that Judge Angel violated
section 105.071 of the Florida Statutes and Canon 7 of the Florida Code of Judicial Conduct.

2. Whether the JQC's recommendation of a public reprimand was an appropriate sanction for Judge Angel's
judicial-election misconduct.

HOLDINGS

1. The stipulated facts and Judge Angel's admissions established by clear and convincing evidence that his
conduct relating to partisan political functions violated both the spirit and the letter of section 105.071 of
the Florida Statutes and Canon 7 of the Code of Judicial Conduct.

2. A public reprimand was the appropriate sanction for Judge Angel's admitted partisan political activity
during his judicial election campaign.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“However, “the ultimate power and responsibility in making a determination rests with this Court.”” (at 382)

“A review of the stipulation entered into by Judge Angel and the JQC, as well as the JQC’s findings,
demonstrates by clear and convincing evidence that Judge Angel’s conduct relating to partisan political
functions violated both the spirit and the letter of section 105.071 of the Florida Statutes and Canon 7 of the
Code of Judicial Conduct.” (at 383)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

During his 2002 campaign for judicial office, Judge Carven D. Angel attended and participated in partisan
political gatherings, including Republican and Democratic party functions. He and members of his family
campaigned on his behalf at some events, and he spoke at a partisan gathering seeking votes. He also held
himself out as a member of a partisan political party. Angel admitted seven of the thirteen charged violations and
admitted the impropriety of that conduct.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The JQC filed formal charges alleging thirteen ethical violations arising from Judge Angel's 2002 judicial
election campaign. Judge Angel answered the charges and later stipulated to seven violations and the
impropriety of the admitted conduct. The JQC recommended a public reprimand, which the Supreme Court
approved.
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