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In the Interest of D.W., D.B., and J.B., Children v. the State of Texas
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SUMMARY

The Court of Appeals for the Second District of Texas dismissed the appeal for want of jurisdiction

because the mother's notice of appeal from a final order in a suit affecting the parent-child relationship

was untimely. The court noted that the notice was filed well after the accelerated-appeal deadline and

that the mother did not respond to the court's jurisdictional warning.
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dismissed

Mother attempted to appeal a final order in a suit affecting the parent-
child relationship, but filed her notice of appeal well after the

accelerated-appeal deadline.

Appellate jurisdiction is determined under the Texas Rules of
Appellate Procedure; an untimely notice of appeal deprives the court

of jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court of appeals had jurisdiction when Mother filed her notice of appeal after the twenty-
day deadline applicable to an accelerated appeal.

2. Whether the appeal should be dismissed for want of jurisdiction because Mother neither timely filed her

notice of appeal nor requested an extension.

HOLDINGS

1. Because the appeal from the final order in the suit affecting the parent-child relationship was
accelerated, Mother was required to file her notice of appeal within twenty days after the order was

signed. Her notice, filed months late without an extension request, was untimely and did not invoke the
court's jurisdiction.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because Mother’s notice of appeal was untimely, we dismiss this appeal for want of jurisdiction.”
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court signed a final order in a suit affecting the parent-child relationship on June 24, 2025. Mother did
not file her notice of appeal until March 17, 2026, and did not request an extension. The court of appeals gave

Mother and her appointed counsel an opportunity to show grounds for continuing the appeal, but received no
response.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The 325th District Court of Tarrant County signed the final order on June 24, 2025. Mother filed a pro se notice
of appeal on March 17, 2026, although the notice was due July 14, 2025. The court of appeals notified Mother

and appointed counsel of its jurisdictional concern and permitted a response, but no response was filed.
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