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SUMMARY

The Ohio Eighth District Court of Appeals reversed and vacated Joseph T. Scott’s conviction for
failure to verify his address under R.C. 2950.06(F). Scott’s underlying sex offenses predated the
effective date of Ohio’s Adam Walsh Act, making his AWA classification void, and he had not been
properly reclassified or advised of Megan’s Law reporting requirements before the alleged violation.
The court held that the void AWA classification could not serve as the basis for his conviction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Scott could be convicted for failing to verify his address under R.C. 2950.06(F) when his
underlying offenses predated the Adam Walsh Act, his Adam Walsh Act classification was
unconstitutional, and the trial court failed to conduct the classification hearing mandated by the Ohio
Supreme Court.

2. Whether Megan's Law registration and reporting obligations arose automatically despite the absence of a
Megan's Law classification hearing and notice.

HOLDINGS

1. Scott's conviction for failure to verify his address under R.C. 2950.06(F) was erroneous and had to be
vacated because it arose while he remained classified and registered under an unconstitutional Adam
Walsh Act classification that the trial court had not replaced as directed by the Ohio Supreme Court.

2. A lower court must implement both the letter and spirit of an appellate court's mandate and may not
disregard an explicit directive to conduct a classification hearing.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We reverse and vacate the trial court’s judgment.” (2023-Ohio-370, ¶ 1)

“The court did not announce that misclassified offenders were automatically reclassified. Instead, the court
directed the trial court in Scott V to hold a classification hearing under Megan’s Law.” (2023-Ohio-370, ¶ 12)

“Under the ‘mandate rule,’ a lower court must ‘carry the mandate of the upper court into execution.’” (2023-
Ohio-370, ¶ 20)

“This case presents a unique scenario. Based on the record before this court and the specific and distinctive
circumstances of this case, this court finds that the Scott’s conviction for failure to register under R.C.
2950.06(F) was in error.” (2023-Ohio-370, ¶ 22)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Scott committed gross sexual imposition and attempted rape in September 2007, before the Adam Walsh Act
took effect, and was convicted and classified under that Act in 2008. The Ohio Supreme Court later held that the
classification could not constitutionally apply and ordered a classification hearing under Megan's Law, but Scott
remained recorded and registered as an Adam Walsh Act offender until he was finally reclassified in September
2022. During the intervening period, he was charged with failing to verify his address under R.C. 2950.06(F),
although the state admitted he had never been instructed regarding Megan's Law requirements.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Scott was originally convicted in 2008 of gross sexual imposition and attempted rape for offenses committed in
2007 and was classified under the Adam Walsh Act. The Ohio Supreme Court later reversed the classification
decision and remanded for a Megan's Law classification hearing, but the trial court did not conduct that hearing



for approximately ten years. Scott was indicted in 2018 for failure to verify his address, unsuccessfully moved to
dismiss, entered a no-contest plea in 2022, and was sentenced to community control. The Eighth District
accepted the delayed appeal, reversed the judgment, and vacated the conviction.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The judgment and conviction were reversed and vacated. The court directed that a special mandate issue to the
Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas to carry the appellate judgment into execution; it did not order a new
trial.
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