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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Missouri dismissed an appeal by landowners challenging a levee district
commissioners' assessment of benefits. The court held that Missouri Revised Statutes section
245.130.4 authorizes appeals only concerning compensation for appropriated property or damages to
prejudicially affected property, not the propriety of benefit assessments. The court concluded that it
lacked appellate jurisdiction, while noting that separate relief might be available.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Landowners appealed the circuit court's judgment confirming
commissioners' assessments of benefits and damages in a levee-district
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether section 245.130.4, RSMo 2000, authorizes an appeal challenging the commissioners'
assessment of benefits in a levee-district proceeding.

2. Whether the Supreme Court of Missouri had jurisdiction over the landowners' appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. Section 245.130.4 authorizes appeals only concerning whether just compensation was allowed for
property appropriated or whether proper damages were allowed for property prejudicially affected by the
improvements; it does not authorize an appeal challenging the propriety of the commissioners'
assessment of benefits.

2. The absence of a statutory right to appeal does not necessarily foreclose the landowners from seeking
relief in a separate action.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“By its terms, section 245.130.4 provides only two instances in which an appeal is authorized: (1)
compensation for property appropriated by the levee district; or (2) damages for property prejudicially
affected by a levee district improvement.” (121 S.W.3d at 533)

“The appeal is dismissed for a lack of jurisdiction.” (121 S.W.3d at 534)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Riverside-Quindaro Bend Levee District sought to implement district improvements requiring the
acquisition of land, easements, rights-of-way, and other property interests. Court-appointed commissioners
assessed the benefits and damages sustained by affected landowners, including the value of property taken and
other damages. Several landowners challenged the assessments of benefits as excessive, but the circuit court
confirmed the commissioners' report.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The levee district petitioned the circuit court for approval of an improvement plan, boundary amendments,
property acquisitions, and appointment of commissioners. After the commissioners assessed benefits and
damages, several landowners filed exceptions asserting that the benefit assessments were excessive. The circuit
court confirmed the commissioners' report, and the landowners appealed. The Supreme Court of Missouri
dismissed the appeal because the governing statute did not authorize appellate review of benefit assessments.
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