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SUMMARY

The Eleventh Circuit held that when a party moves to transfer venue under 28 U.S.C. § 1404(a) based
on a valid, reasonable forum selection clause, the burden shifts to the opponent to prove that the
contractual forum is sufficiently inconvenient to justify retaining the case. The court ruled that a
plaintiff’s choice of forum is not entitled to deference in such circumstances, and that forum selection
clauses should be given controlling weight absent exceptional factors like fraud, duress, or unforeseen
events. The district court abused its discretion by denying transfer where the plaintiff failed to meet
that burden.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the district court abused its discretion in denying a motion to transfer venue under 28 U.S.C. §
1404(a) when a valid and reasonable contractual forum selection clause existed.

2. What is the proper burden of persuasion when a motion to transfer under § 1404(a) seeks to enforce a
valid forum selection clause?

HOLDINGS

1. The district court clearly abused its discretion by denying transfer given the valid and reasonable forum
selection clause.

2. When a motion under § 1404(a) seeks to enforce a valid, reasonable choice of forum clause, the
opponent bears the burden of persuading the court that the contractual forum is sufficiently inconvenient
to justify retention of the dispute.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We conclude that when a motion under section 1404(a) seeks to enforce a valid, reasonable choice of forum
clause, the opponent bears the burden of persuading the court that the contractual forum is sufficiently
inconvenient to justify retention of the dispute.” (573)

“the clear import of the Court's opinion is that the venue mandated by a choice of forum clause rarely will be
outweighed by other 1404(a) factors.” (573)

“This suit, therefore, does not present the type of 'exceptional' situation in which judicial enforcement of a
contractual choice of forum clause would be improper.” (573)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Ricoh, a New York corporation with main offices in New Jersey, entered into a dealer sales agreement with
Stewart, an Alabama corporation, containing a clause providing exclusive jurisdiction in Manhattan, New York.
Stewart sued Ricoh in Alabama for breach of contract and antitrust violations. Ricoh sought to enforce the forum
selection clause.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Stewart sued Ricoh in Alabama. Ricoh moved to dismiss or transfer based on forum selection clause. District
court denied. Eleventh Circuit reversed, held federal law governs. On remand, district court again denied
transfer. Ricoh petitioned for mandamus.

DISPOSITION

writ_granted

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Transferred to the Southern District of New York.
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