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SUMMARY

The Hawai‘i Supreme Court accepted Hirokazu Nakajima’s application for a writ of certiorari
concerning the Intermediate Court of Appeals’ jurisdiction over issues in the property-and-debt
division portion of a divorce case. The court vacated the ICA’s judgment on appeal and remanded for
disposition of the remaining issues, while concluding that the family court had authority to impose
discovery sanctions and that the valuation and division of Avalon Cove did not constitute an abuse of

discretion.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Intermediate Court of Appeals misconstrued the Supreme Court's prior remand order as
limiting its jurisdiction to a single appeal concerning the property-and-debt division portion of the
divorce.

2. Whether the ICA had jurisdiction to address points on appeal 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, and 12, all of which related

to division and distribution of property and debts.

3. Whether the ICA correctly concluded that it lacked jurisdiction over point on appeal 8, which concerned

alimony.
4. Whether the family court's discovery sanctions exceeded its inherent authority.

5. Whether the valuation and division of Avalon Cove constituted an abuse of discretion.

HOLDINGS

1. The ICA misconstrued the Supreme Court's prior remand order. The ICA had jurisdiction to address all
issues related to the division and distribution of property and debts, including points on appeal 5, 6, 7,
10, 11, and 12.

2. The ICA correctly held that it lacked jurisdiction to address point on appeal 8 because that point

concerned alimony rather than division and distribution of property and debts.
3. The family court's discovery sanctions fell within the scope of its inherent authority.

4. Subject to the issues the ICA was required to address on remand, the valuation and division of Avalon

Cove did not constitute an abuse of discretion.
KEY QUOTATIONS
““If the trial court has the inherent power to level the ultimate sanction of dismissal, it necessarily has the

power to take all reasonable steps short of dismissal, depending on the equities of the case.”” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The divorce case involved division and distribution of property and debts, including the valuation and division
of Avalon Cove. The family court imposed discovery sanctions against a party. The Supreme Court concluded
that those sanctions were within the family court's authority and that the valuation and division of Avalon Cove

did not constitute an abuse of discretion, subject to the issues remaining for the ICA.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Supreme Court had previously remanded the case to the Intermediate Court of Appeals for disposition of all
issues related to division and distribution of property and debts. On remand, the ICA construed the Supreme
Court's order as limiting its jurisdiction to one appeal and declined to address several property-related points,



while correctly declining jurisdiction over an alimony-related point. The Supreme Court accepted certiorari,

vacated the ICA's judgment, and remanded for disposition of the remaining issues.

DISPOSITION

vacated

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The June 13, 2014 judgment on appeal was vacated, and the case was remanded to the Intermediate Court of
Appeals for disposition of the remaining issues, including the property-and-debt-related points within the scope

of the Supreme Court's prior remand.
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