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SUMMARY

The Hawai‘i Intermediate Court of Appeals dismissed William Luke Pye’s appeal from a Family Court
of the First Circuit case. The court found that the appellate record was not prepared because the
required filing fees remained unpaid and no order permitting in forma pauperis status had been

obtained.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appeal should be dismissed because the record on appeal was not prepared after the
appellant failed to pay required filing fees or obtain an order permitting him to proceed in forma

pauperis.

HOLDINGS

1. An appeal may be dismissed when the record on appeal has not been prepared because the appellant
failed to pay the required fees or obtain an order allowing the appellant to proceed in forma pauperis;

under these circumstances, dismissal was warranted.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“An appeal may be dismissed where the record on appeal has not been prepared because the appellant failed

to pay the required fees or obtain an order allowing the appellant to proceed in forma pauperis.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The appellant filed a notice of appeal but did not pay the required appellate filing fees or obtain an order
allowing him to proceed in forma pauperis. The record on appeal was not prepared by the applicable deadline
because the fees remained unpaid. After receiving notice of the default and the possibility of dismissal, appellant
took no further action.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On January 9, 2026, William Luke Pye filed a notice of appeal. The family court clerk notified him that filing
fees were unpaid and warned that failure to pay or seek a waiver could result in dismissal. After the record was
not filed by the March 10 deadline, the circuit court clerk reported the outstanding fees, and the appellate clerk

entered a default of the record. Appellant took no further action, so the appellate court dismissed the appeal.
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