
FOURTH COURT OF APPEALS OF TEXAS, SAN ANTONIO

Christopher Michael Hottell v. the State of Texas
No. 04-26-00249-CR · No. No. 04-26-00249-CR · Decided June 3, 2026

SUMMARY

The Fourth Court of Appeals of San Antonio dismissed Christopher Michael Hottell’s appeal from
convictions for manslaughter and aggravated assault causing serious bodily injury. The court held that
the trial court’s certification correctly stated that Hottell had no right to appeal because the case was
resolved by a plea bargain, and no amended certification authorizing appeal was filed.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the appeal could proceed when the trial court's certification stated that appellant waived the
right of appeal and had no right to appeal in a plea-bargain case.

2. Whether the appeal should be dismissed under Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 25.2(d) when the
record contained no qualifying pretrial motion, no trial-court permission to appeal, and no amended
certification establishing a right to appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. In a plea-bargain case in which the punishment imposed does not exceed the punishment recommended
by the prosecutor and agreed to by the defendant, the defendant may appeal only matters raised by a
written pretrial motion and ruled on before trial, matters for which the trial court granted permission to
appeal, or matters expressly authorized by statute.

2. The court must dismiss an appeal when the record does not contain a certification showing that the
defendant has the right to appeal, and dismissal is proper when the defendant fails to obtain and file an
amended certification after notice.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We must dismiss an appeal “if a certification that shows the defendant has the right of appeal has not been
made part of the record . . . .”” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Pursuant to a plea bargain, Christopher Michael Hottell pleaded no contest to one count of manslaughter and one
count of aggravated assault causing serious bodily injury. The trial court sentenced him to ten years' confinement
on each count, with the sentences running concurrently. The written plea bargain established that the punishment
imposed did not exceed the punishment recommended by the prosecutor and agreed to by appellant.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Appellant pleaded no contest to manslaughter and aggravated assault causing serious bodily injury pursuant to a
plea-bargain agreement. The trial court imposed concurrent ten-year sentences and certified that appellant
waived the right of appeal and had no right to appeal. After notifying appellant that the appeal would be
dismissed unless an amended certification was filed, the court received no response and no amended
certification.
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