UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF

CALIFORNIA

Singh v. Smith

Singh v. Smith - No. 2:24-cv-02392-DC-SCR - Decided May 15, 2025

SUMMARY

The magistrate judge recommends granting Raghvendra Singh’s application to proceed in forma

pauperis but dismissing his complaint without prejudice. The court concludes that the complaint does

not establish subject matter jurisdiction because it fails to establish complete diversity or identify a

viable federal question, and any challenge to the bankruptcy proceedings appears untimely. The

findings and recommendations advise that objections may be filed within 14 days.
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A pro se plaintiff moved to proceed in forma pauperis and filed a civil
action challenging the taking and liquidation of property allegedly

included in his wife's bankruptcy estate. The magistrate judge granted
the in forma pauperis application and recommended dismissal without

prejudice after screening the complaint for subject matter jurisdiction.

Screening under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2), including whether the
complaint is frivolous, fails to state a claim, or seeks relief from an
immune defendant; review of subject matter jurisdiction under Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(1). Factual allegations are accepted as
true and construed in the plaintiff's favor, but conclusory allegations
and unwarranted inferences need not be accepted.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether Singh qualified to proceed in forma pauperis under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(a)(1).
2. Whether the complaint established diversity jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a).

3. Whether the complaint established federal question or bankruptcy appellate jurisdiction over challenges

to the inclusion and liquidation of Singh's property in his wife's bankruptcy estate.

4. Whether dismissal without prejudice was appropriate because the complaint failed to establish subject

matter jurisdiction and the defect could not be cured by amendment.

HOLDINGS

1. Singh demonstrated that he lacked the resources to pay the filing fee, so the application to proceed in

forma pauperis should be granted.

2. The complaint failed to establish diversity jurisdiction because Singh alleged that he was a California

citizen but did not establish that none of the defendants were also California citizens.

3. The complaint failed to establish federal question jurisdiction, and any challenge to the bankruptcy
judgment or order concerning Singh's property was untimely because it was filed more than fourteen
days after the alleged 2023 bankruptcy disposition.

4. The action should be dismissed without prejudice because the pleadings failed to articulate a claim
within the court's subject matter jurisdiction and the allegations did not suggest that additional facts

could cure the defect.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Accordingly, the Court concludes that the pleadings fail to articulate a claim over which this court has

subject matter jurisdiction. Nor do the allegations suggest that additional facts can cure this defect.” (at 4)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Singh alleged that his wife, Kiran Rawat, filed for bankruptcy in 2021 and that bankruptcy-related defendants
included Singh's property in Rawat's bankruptcy estate. He alleged that a bankruptcy trustee and others sold
property to third parties in 2023 despite his claims that the property was his separate property or held by the
Krishna Loving Trust. He further alleged that related litigation and liens resulted in the sale of additional
property and the retention of his personal property. Singh sought $100 million in compensatory and punitive
damages, return of his property, and attorney's fees.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Singh filed the action on September 4, 2024, together with an application to proceed in forma pauperis. The
matter was referred to Magistrate Judge Sean C. Riordan, who found that Singh lacked resources to pay the

filing fee but that the complaint failed to establish subject matter jurisdiction. The magistrate judge issued



findings and recommendations recommending dismissal without prejudice, subject to the plaintiff's right to

object within fourteen days and final review by the assigned district judge.
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