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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida denies Rellim Contracting LLC’s
motion to remand an insurance dispute removed by Kinsale Insurance Company on diversity-
jurisdiction grounds. The court concludes that the parties’ citizenship was adequately alleged and that
the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000 based on claimed expenses and Rule 26(a)(1) disclosures.
The court denies both parties’ requests for attorney’s fees.

CASE DETAILS

COURT United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida

JURISDICTION United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida, Fort
Myers Division

DECIDED January 16, 2026

DOCKET 2:25-cv-1042-SPC-NPM

DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff moved to remand case to state court after Defendant removed
it to federal court based on diversity jurisdiction.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown

PARTIES Rellim Contracting LLC v. Kinsale Insurance Company

TOPICS

subject matter jurisdiction insurance

PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure insurance

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Defendant's notice of removal properly alleges diversity of citizenship between the parties.



2. Whether the amount in controversy exceeds $75,000.

3. Whether Plaintiff is entitled to attorney's fees and costs under 28 U.S.C. § 1447(c) for Defendant's
removal.

HOLDINGS

1. Defendant's notice of removal properly alleges Plaintiff's citizenship by identifying Plaintiff as an LLC
and listing the citizenships of its members with supporting documentation.

2. Defendant's allegations that it is an Arkansas corporation with its principal place of business in Virginia,
making it a citizen of both states, are sufficient without additional supporting information.

3. Defendant's notice of removal satisfies the amount in controversy requirement by showing, by a
preponderance of the evidence, that the amount exceeds $75,000.

4. Plaintiff is not entitled to attorney's fees and costs because Defendant had an objectively reasonable
basis for seeking removal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A removing defendant bears the burden of proving proper federal jurisdiction.”

“all doubts about jurisdiction should be resolved in favor of remand to state court.”

“Citizenship is equivalent to 'domicile' for purposes of diversity jurisdiction.”

“Estimating the amount in controversy is not nuclear science; it does not demand decimal-point precision.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

This is an insurance dispute between Plaintiff Rellim Contracting LLC and Defendant Kinsale Insurance
Company. Defendant removed the case from state court, asserting diversity jurisdiction based on Plaintiff's
alleged Alabama citizenship (through its members) and Defendant's Arkansas and Virginia citizenship, and an
amount in controversy exceeding $75,000. Plaintiff filed a motion to remand, challenging both the adequacy of
the citizenship allegations and the amount in controversy.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff Rellim Contracting LLC filed suit in state court. Defendant Kinsale Insurance Company removed the
case to federal court, invoking diversity jurisdiction. Plaintiff then filed a motion to remand, which Defendant
opposed.
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