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SUMMARY

The Oklahoma Supreme Court considered whether Senate Bill No. 1246, which reduced certain state

income tax rates, was a revenue bill subject to the origination, referendum, and supermajority

requirements of article 5, section 33 of the Oklahoma Constitution. The court held that the 1992

constitutional amendment's references to bills intended to raise revenue concerned measures that

increase the tax burden, and therefore SB 1246 was not subject to those requirements. The court

assumed original jurisdiction, denied declaratory relief, upheld the bill, and expressly overruled

Anderson v. Ritterbusch to the extent it implied otherwise.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Senate Bill No. 1246 was a revenue bill subject to the origination, referendum, and

supermajority requirements of article 5, section 33 of the Oklahoma Constitution.

2. Whether the phrase "raising revenue" in article 5, section 33 means increasing revenue or includes

legislation that reduces income tax rates.

HOLDINGS

1. In the context of the 1992 amendment and its ballot title, "raising revenue" means increasing revenue;

the constitutional restrictions do not apply to a statutory enactment that reduces state income tax rates.

2. Senate Bill No. 1246 is not unconstitutional because the popular-vote and supermajority requirements of

article 5, section 33 do not apply to the 2014 enactment reducing state income tax rates.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We hold that because the ballot title reveals that the measure was aimed at only bills "intended to raise
revenue" and "revenue raising bills," the obvious meaning of raising revenue in this context is to increase

revenue.” (1)

“The popular vote/super-majority approvals in art. 5, §33 do not apply to the 2014 statutory enactment that

reduced State income tax rates.” (118)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Senate Bill No. 1246 modified Oklahoma income tax rates, with the changes becoming effective in fiscal year
2016. The bill originated in the Senate, passed both legislative chambers, was approved by the Governor, and
was filed with the Secretary of State. Fent argued that the bill was a revenue bill subject to article 5, section 33
of the Oklahoma Constitution because it concerned the collection of taxes, while the State argued that a bill

reducing income tax rates did not raise revenue.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Fent, an Oklahoma resident taxpayer, filed an original action challenging Senate Bill No. 1246 after its
enactment. The Oklahoma Supreme Court assumed original jurisdiction, heard oral argument, denied declaratory

relief, and held that the statute was not unconstitutional.
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