FLORIDA THIRD DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL

Javares Maurice Kendrick v. State of Florida

Kendrick - No. 3D25-1811 - Decided December 10, 2025

SUMMARY

The Third District Court of Appeal of Florida denied Javares Maurice Kendrick’s petition for writ of

prohibition in an original criminal proceeding. The court cited the substantial deference afforded to a

trial court’s determination that a mistrial was a manifest necessity, particularly when based on

potential jury prejudice.
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A trial court's determination that a mistrial was a manifest necessity
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the trial court's determination that a mistrial was a manifest necessity warranted extraordinary

appellate intervention through a writ of prohibition.

HOLDINGS

1. A trial court's determination that a mistrial was a manifest necessity is entitled to great deference,
especially when the grounds for the mistrial relate to jury prejudice; the petition for writ of prohibition

was therefore denied.
KEY QUOTATIONS
“that mistrial was a manifest necessity deserves great deference,” (2)

“The interest in orderly, impartial procedure would be impaired if he were deterred from exercising that
power by a concern that any time a reviewing court disagreed with his assessment of the trial situation a

retrial would automatically be barred.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The opinion concerns a trial court determination that a mistrial was justified by manifest necessity, apparently in

connection with potential jury prejudice. The opinion does not describe the underlying events in further detail.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Kendrick petitioned the Third District Court of Appeal for a writ of prohibition concerning a trial court's

determination that a mistrial was required by manifest necessity. The district court denied the petition.
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