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SUMMARY

The Arizona Supreme Court held that Arizona’s statutory abolition of joint and several liability applies
to strict products liability actions. Under A.R.S. § 12-2506, liability among participants in a defective
product’s distribution chain is generally several only, with fault apportioned among tortfeasors. The
court rejected constitutional challenges under Article 18, Section 6 of the Arizona Constitution and
affirmed the superior court and court of appeals.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether A.R.S. § 12-2506 abolishes joint and several liability among participants in the chain of
distribution in strict products liability actions.

2. Whether the agency or servant exception in A.R.S. § 12-2506(D)(2) applies merely because Premier
purchased and incorporated Worldwide's component product.

3. Whether applying several-only liability and comparative fault to strict products liability actions conflicts
with Article 18, Section 6 of the Arizona Constitution.

4. Whether A.R.S. §§ 12-2509 and 12-684 preserve joint and several liability in strict products liability
actions.

HOLDINGS

1. A.R.S. § 12-2506 abolishes joint and several liability in strict products liability actions except for the
specific statutory exceptions in § 12-2506(D). Liability among participants in the chain of distribution is
several only, and fault must be apportioned among the tortfeasors.

2. The mere purchase of a defective component from a supplier does not establish a conventional principal-
agent or master-servant relationship and does not trigger the joint-liability exception in § 12-2506(D)(2).

3. Applying several-only liability and comparative fault to strict products liability actions does not violate
Article 18, Section 6's anti-abrogation clause or its prohibition on statutory limitations of damages.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We conclude that the legislative abolition of joint and several liability in 1987 extends to strict products
liability actions. In such cases, liability is several only and fault must be apportioned among tortfeasors.”
(¶1)

“For the reasons above, we conclude that the legislature abolished joint and several liability for participants
in a defective product’s chain of distribution with its amendment in 1987 of A.R.S. § 12-2506 and that this
statute does not offend Article 18, Section 6 of the Arizona Constitution.” (¶40)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

A leak in a homeowner's water filtration system damaged the home and personal property, and State Farm paid
the homeowner $19,270.86. The system contained plastic canisters manufactured by Worldwide Water
Distributing, Ltd. and incorporated into a system assembled and sold by Premier Manufactured Systems, Inc.



State Farm sued both entities in strict products liability; Worldwide defaulted, and the parties stipulated that a
defect in one of the canisters caused the leak, with Worldwide 75% at fault and Premier 25% at fault. Because
Worldwide was insolvent or unavailable for collection, State Farm could recover only Premier's 25% allocation
under a several-only liability regime.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

State Farm sued Premier and Worldwide Water Distributing, Ltd., alleging that both were strictly liable for
distributing a defective water filtration system. Worldwide defaulted. The superior court denied State Farm's
motion for partial summary judgment seeking joint and several liability, and the parties entered a stipulated
judgment allocating 75% fault to Worldwide and 25% to Premier. The court of appeals affirmed, and the Arizona
Supreme Court affirmed the superior court and court of appeals.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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