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SUMMARY

The Tennessee Supreme Court held that the Tennessee Human Rights Act is an independent and

specific statute that governs age-discrimination claims against governmental entities, rather than the
Governmental Tort Liability Act. The court further held that the THRA affords plaintiffs a right to a
jury trial on such claims filed in chancery court. The court reversed the Court of Appeals, vacated the

transfer to circuit court, and remanded the case to the chancery court.
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Interlocutory appeal by permission under Tennessee Rule of Appellate
Procedure 11 from the Court of Appeals' reversal of the chancery
court's ruling concerning transfer of a Tennessee Human Rights Act

claim and the availability of a jury trial.

Statutory construction is reviewed de novo without a presumption of
correctness. In an interlocutory appeal, review is limited to matters
clearly embraced within the issues certified by the trial and

intermediate appellate courts.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Governmental Tort Liability Act governs a Tennessee Human Rights Act age-discrimination

claim against a governmental entity.

2. Whether a plaintiff who files a Tennessee Human Rights Act claim against a governmental entity in

chancery court has a statutory right to a jury trial.

HOLDINGS

1. The Tennessee Human Rights Act is an independent and specific statutory scheme that removes
governmental immunity and supplies its own remedies; therefore, the Governmental Tort Liability Act

does not govern a THRA age-discrimination claim against a governmental entity.

2. Young v. Davis is overruled to the extent it may be interpreted as holding that the Governmental Tort

Liability Act governs all statutory claims against governmental entities.

3. A plaintiff who files a THRA claim in chancery court has a statutory right to a jury trial on disputed
material facts under Tennessee Code Annotated section 21-1-103, including when the defendant is a

governmental entity.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We reject the analysis Young applied and overrule it to the extent it may be interpreted as holding that the

GTLA governs all statutory claims against governmental entities.” (at 17)

“Applying Cruse, we hold that the THRA is an independent and specific statute, which removed governmental
immunity and which controls the adjudication of THRA claims.” (at 17)

“We further hold that the provisions of the THRA clearly establish legislative intent to afford a right to trial

by jury to persons who bring THRA claims against governmental entities in chancery court.” (at 17)

“For all the reasons stated herein, we hold that the GTLA does not govern Mr. Sneed’s THRA claim and that
the Legislature has afforded a statutory right to trial by jury, as described in Tennessee Code Annotated
section 21-1-103, on THRA claims filed in chancery court.” (at 33)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Larry Sneed was discharged from his position as Chief of Police for the City of Red Bank on July 2, 2010, after
approximately seven years in the position. He filed suit alleging multiple common-law and statutory claims,

including statutory retaliatory discharge under the Tennessee Public Protection Act and age discrimination under
the Tennessee Human Rights Act. After partial summary judgment, the case proceeded only on those two claims

against Red Bank.
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Sneed filed suit in the Hamilton County Chancery Court alleging, among other claims, statutory retaliatory
discharge under the Tennessee Public Protection Act and age discrimination under the Tennessee Human Rights
Act. After partial summary judgment, only those two statutory claims against the City remained. The chancery
court transferred the claims to circuit court and ordered a bench trial on the TPPA claim, relying on Young v.
Davis, while preserving a jury trial for the THRA claim. The Court of Appeals held that the Governmental Tort
Liability Act governed the THRA claim and required a bench trial. The Tennessee Supreme Court granted

permission to appeal, reversed the Court of Appeals, vacated the transfer order, and remanded to chancery court.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The judgment of the Court of Appeals is reversed, the chancery court's order transferring the THRA claim to
circuit court is vacated, and the matter is remanded to the Chancery Court for Hamilton County for further
proceedings consistent with the opinion. The chancery court may reconsider the treatment of the TPPA claim

under Tennessee Rule of Civil Procedure 54.02.
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