
DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL OF FLORIDA, FIRST DISTRICT

Mario Larrigui-Negron v. State of Florida, Agency for Health Care
Administration

No. 1D18-1172 · No. No. 1D18-1172 · Decided October 11, 2019

SUMMARY

The First District Court of Appeal of Florida held that the administrative law judge erred in denying
Mario Larrigui-Negron’s petition to reduce an Agency for Health Care Administration Medicaid lien.
The court remanded the matter to the Division of Administrative Hearings with instructions to reduce
the lien to $11,637.54.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the Administrative Law Judge erred as a matter of law by rejecting uncontradicted evidence
supporting reduction of the AHCA Medicaid lien without a reasonable basis in the evidence.

HOLDINGS

1. The ALJ erred as a matter of law by concluding that appellant failed to prove his case by a
preponderance of the evidence when appellant presented sufficient uncontradicted evidence and AHCA
presented no contradictory evidence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Since there was no reasonable basis for the ALJ to reject appellant’s evidence, we find that the ALJ erred as
a matter of law in concluding that appellant failed to prove his case by a preponderance of the evidence.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Mario Larrigui-Negron received a settlement from a third-party tortfeasor that was subject to an Agency for
Health Care Administration Medicaid lien. He presented sufficient, uncontradicted evidence that the lien should
be reduced, while AHCA presented no contradictory evidence. The ALJ nevertheless denied the requested
reduction.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Division of Administrative Hearings, through Administrative Law Judge J. Bruce Culpepper, denied
appellant's petition to reduce AHCA's Medicaid lien. The First District Court of Appeal held that the ALJ
improperly rejected appellant's uncontradicted evidence and remanded with instructions to reduce the lien to
$11,637.54.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Remand to the Division of Administrative Hearings for the ALJ to reduce AHCA's Medicaid lien to $11,637.54.
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