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SUMMARY

The Illinois Supreme Court reviewed the dismissal of a tenured teacher by the Board of Education of
Murphysboro Community Unit School District No. 186. The court affirmed the appellate court’s
judgment reversing the Board’s dismissal and ordering reinstatement with back pay and benefits. The
case concerns the evidentiary and procedural requirements for dismissing a tenured teacher under
section 24-12 of the Illinois School Code.
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WRITING FOR THE COURT Justice Thomas; Chief Justice Karmeier; Justice Freeman; Justice
Kilbride; Justice Garman; Justice Burke; Justice Theis

JURISDICTION Illinois

DECIDED April 25, 2017

DOCKET 120236

DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The Board petitioned for leave to appeal from an appellate court
judgment affirming the circuit court's reversal of the Board's dismissal
of a tenured teacher.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Questions of law are reviewed de novo, factual findings under the
manifest-weight-of-the-evidence standard, and mixed questions of fact
and law under the clearly erroneous standard. In a teacher-discharge
case, the reviewing court determines whether the agency's factual
findings support a conclusion that cause for discharge exists; the
Board's discharge determination is reversible if arbitrary,
unreasonable, or unrelated to the requirements of service.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Beggs strictly complied with the Illinois Administrative Review Law sufficiently to invoke the
circuit court's statutory jurisdiction despite errors in identifying the Board president and address on the
summons.

2. What standard of review applies to a school board's dismissal decision when the Board rejects a hearing
officer's findings and recommendation under section 24-12(d) of the Illinois School Code.

3. Whether the Board's factual findings supported dismissal and whether its decision to discharge Beggs
was arbitrary, unreasonable, unrelated to the requirements of service, or clearly erroneous.

HOLDINGS

1. The circuit court had statutory jurisdiction to review the Board's decision because Beggs timely filed the
administrative-review complaint and issued summons, properly named the Board, and the Board
actually received the summons within the statutory period despite errors concerning the Board president
and address.

2. The school board's decision is the final agency decision for purposes of administrative review. A
reviewing court must consider the Board's decision, any supplemental findings, and the hearing officer's
findings and recommendation, but it reviews the agency's factual findings under the manifest-weight
standard and the discharge determination under the clearly erroneous standard applicable to the mixed
question of whether cause exists.

3. The Board's findings concerning Beggs's March 20 tardiness and March 21-22 lesson plans were against
the manifest weight of the evidence. Although a technical violation occurred on March 19, it was not a
clear and material breach of the remedial warning sufficient to establish cause for dismissal; therefore,
the Board's discharge decision was arbitrary, unreasonable, unrelated to the requirements of service, and
clearly erroneous.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We believe that the plain statutory language of section 24-12 provides that the decision of the school board
is the final decision for purposes of administrative review.” (¶ 57)

“Thus, the Board’s decision to discharge plaintiff was arbitrary, unreasonable, and unrelated to the
requirements of service, and we are left with a definite and firm conviction that a mistake has been
committed.” (¶ 72)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND



Lynne Beggs was a tenured mathematics teacher whose attendance and punctuality deteriorated while she cared
for her seriously ill mother. The Board issued a remedial warning addressing tardiness, classroom effectiveness,
lesson plans, grades, and related conduct, and later dismissed Beggs based on alleged violations occurring over
several days in March 2012. A hearing officer found that the Board had not proved the alleged violations or
irremediable conduct, but the Board rejected that recommendation and ordered dismissal.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A hearing officer recommended that Beggs be reinstated because the Board failed to prove that she violated the
remedial warning or engaged in irremediable conduct warranting dismissal. The Board rejected that
recommendation and dismissed Beggs. The circuit court reversed the Board's decision and ordered reinstatement
with back pay and benefits; the appellate court affirmed. The Illinois Supreme Court affirmed the appellate court
and reversed the Board's order.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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