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SUMMARY

The Third District Court of Appeal of Florida affirmed the denial of Clifton Sheppard's post-
conviction appeal under Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.141(b)(2). The court relied on
precedent holding that a life sentence is not unconstitutionally indefinite under article I, section 17 of
the Florida Constitution.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a life sentence constitutes impermissibly indefinite imprisonment under article I, section 17 of
the Florida Constitution.



HOLDINGS

1. A life sentence is not impermissible indefinite imprisonment under article I, section 17 of the Florida
Constitution.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A life sentence is not impermissible ‘indefinite imprisonment’ under the Florida Constitution.” (at 2)

“Any sentence, even one of a short duration, can potentially exceed a defendant's life span. The fact that the
judicial system has no way of knowing how long the defendant will live and therefore cannot know how long
the defendant will be incarcerated does not render a life sentence unconstitutionally indefinite.” (at 2)

“It is abundantly clear that the Legislature, by prescribing a sentence of life imprisonment, intends that the
defendant remain in prison for the rest of his life. The term ‘life’ is sufficiently definite so that it can be
understood and applied.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The opinion contains no substantive factual narrative. The appeal concerns the constitutionality of a life sentence
under the Florida Constitution, specifically whether a life sentence constitutes impermissibly indefinite
imprisonment.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Clifton Sheppard appealed to the Third District Court of Appeal from a circuit-court proceeding identified by
lower tribunal number F97-29169A. The district court affirmed without further discussion, relying on Padgett v.
State and Ratliff v. State.
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