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SUMMARY

The Appellate Division, First Department granted Steven Cullen Bennett’s application to resign as a
New York attorney pursuant to 22 NYCRR 1240.10. The court ordered that he be disbarred and his
name stricken from the roll of attorneys, effective nunc pro tunc to October 17, 2025, and directed him
to comply with the rules governing disbarred attorneys.

CASE DETAILS

COURT Supreme Court of the State of New York, Appellate Division, First
Department

WRITING FOR THE COURT Troy K. Webber; David Friedman; Bahaati E. Pitt-Burke; Llinét M.
Rosado; Kelly O'Neill Levy

JURISDICTION Supreme Court of the State of New York, Appellate Division, First
Department

DECIDED December 18, 2025

DOCKET Motion No. 2025-05816; Case No. 2025-06777

DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Attorney disciplinary proceeding in which respondent sought
acceptance of his resignation from the practice of law under 22
NYCRR 1240.10.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published opinion

PARTIES Attorney Grievance Committee for the First Judicial Department v.
Steven Cullen Bennett

TOPICS

sanctions appellate procedure civil procedure

PRACTICE AREAS



attorney discipline legal ethics professional responsibility

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Bennett's affidavit of resignation conformed to the requirements of 22 NYCRR 1240.10.

2. Whether the court should accept Bennett's resignation and order that he be disbarred and his name
stricken from the roll of New York attorneys.

HOLDINGS

1. Because Bennett's affidavit conformed to the requirements of 22 NYCRR 1240.10, the court accepted
his resignation.

2. Acceptance of Bennett's resignation resulted in his disbarment and the striking of his name from the roll
of attorneys and counselors-at-law, effective nunc pro tunc to October 17, 2025.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“As respondent's affidavit conforms with 22 NYCRR 1240.10, the Court accepts his resignation” ([*1])

“respondent is disbarred and his name stricken from the roll of attorneys and counselors-at-law in the State of
New York, effective nunc pro tunc to October 17, 2025, and until further order of this Court” ([*1])

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Steven Cullen Bennett was admitted to the New York bar by the Third Department in 1991 and maintained an
address within the First Department. He was the subject of an Attorney Grievance Committee investigation
involving allegations that he failed to answer a grievance complaint in Connecticut, failed to submit to an audit,
and failed to complete three hours of continuing legal education. Bennett had resigned from the practice of law
in Connecticut effective June 30, 2025, and submitted a voluntary resignation affidavit acknowledging the
allegations and the consequences of resignation.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Attorney Grievance Committee instituted disciplinary proceedings against Steven Cullen Bennett and
supported his application to resign. Bennett submitted an affidavit of resignation acknowledging an ongoing
investigation into alleged professional misconduct and stating that he could not successfully defend against the
allegations. The Appellate Division accepted the resignation, granted the application, and ordered Bennett
disbarred and his name stricken from the roll of attorneys nunc pro tunc to October 17, 2025.
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