UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF

CALIFORNIA

Firsov v. Austrian Airlines AG

Firsov - No. 25-cv-03504-PCP - Decided August 14, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of California orders plaintiff Sergey Firsov

to show cause why his action against Austrian Airlines AG should not be dismissed for lack of subject

matter jurisdiction. The court notes that Firsov paid the filing fee but did not address the jurisdictional

concerns identified in a prior report and recommendation, and sets a September 12, 2025 deadline for

his response.
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The court considered a report and recommendation recommending
dismissal for failure to pay filing fees and lack of subject matter
jurisdiction. After the plaintiff paid the filing fee but did not address
the jurisdictional concerns, the court issued an order to show cause.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the action should be dismissed for lack of subject matter jurisdiction.



2. Whether the plaintiff should be required to show cause why the action should not be dismissed after he

failed to address the court's jurisdictional concerns.

HOLDINGS

1. The court has an independent and continuing obligation to determine whether subject matter jurisdiction

exists and may raise and decide the jurisdictional question on its own.

2. The court did not immediately dismiss the action; instead, it ordered Firsov to show cause by September
12, 2025 why the action should not be dismissed for lack of subject matter jurisdiction.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“federal courts have an independent obligation to ensure that they do not exceed the scope of their
jurisdiction, and therefore they must raise and decide jurisdictional questions that the parties either overlook

or elect not to press.” (at 1)

“federal courts have a continuing, independent obligation to determine whether subject matter jurisdiction
exists.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Sergey Firsov commenced the action without counsel against Austrian Airlines AG. He initially failed to pay the
filing fee, but later paid it. He did not address the report and recommendation's concerns that the federal court

lacked subject matter jurisdiction over his action.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Sergey Firsov, proceeding pro se, filed an action against Austrian Airlines AG. A July 21, 2025 report and
recommendation recommended dismissal based on nonpayment of filing fees and lack of subject matter
jurisdiction. Firsov paid the filing fee but did not respond to the jurisdictional concerns, so the court ordered him

to show cause why the action should not be dismissed.
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