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SUMMARY

The Seventh Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed the State’s appeal for want of jurisdiction after the
trial court vacated the order granting Gabriel Lee Baca habeas corpus relief. The court held that,
regardless of whether the trial court retained plenary authority to issue or vacate the relevant orders, no
live controversy remained concerning the vacated February 18, 2026 order.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE The State appealed from the trial court's February 18, 2026 order
granting Baca's article 11.072 application for habeas corpus relief.
While the appeal was pending, the trial court vacated that order and
reinstated an earlier order denying the application as frivolous.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court addressed jurisdiction and mootness rather than reviewing
the merits of the habeas ruling.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished memorandum opinion; the opinion states, "Do not
publish."
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the State's appeal from the trial court's February 18, 2026 order granting habeas relief remained
justiciable after the trial court vacated that order.

2. Whether the court of appeals had jurisdiction to consider the State's appeal when no live controversy
remained regarding the vacated order.

HOLDINGS

1. The State's appeal was moot because the trial court vacated the February 18 order granting habeas relief,
leaving no live controversy concerning that order.

2. The court of appeals lacked jurisdiction to consider the moot appeal and was required to dismiss it for
want of jurisdiction.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“In either event, there is no live controversy regarding the February 18 order from which the State appeals.”
(3)

“The courts of appeals are without jurisdiction to entertain an appeal wherein all issues are moot.” (3)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In 2017, Gabriel Lee Baca was placed on deferred adjudication community supervision for two counts of sexual
assault of a child and was required to register as a sex offender. Although he was discharged from community
supervision in 2025, the lifetime registration requirement remained in effect. After Baca filed an article 11.072
application challenging the requirement, the trial court entered conflicting orders, including an order granting
relief that it later vacated.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Baca was placed on deferred adjudication community supervision in 2017 and remained subject to lifetime sex-
offender registration after his discharge in 2025. He filed an article 11.072 habeas application challenging the
registration requirement. The trial court first denied the application as frivolous, then granted relief and vacated
the deferred adjudication and registration requirement, and finally vacated the grant of relief as mistakenly
signed and reinstated the denial. The State appealed the vacated grant of relief, and the court of appeals
dismissed that appeal as moot for want of jurisdiction.
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