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SUMMARY

The Washington Court of Appeals, Division Three, affirmed the denial of Mona Hines’s motion to

hold her former spouse, Donald Kelley, in contempt for failing to pay a debt assigned to him in their

dissolution decree. The court held that contempt remedies do not apply to the decree’s truck-loan

payment provision because the obligation was not shown to bear a reasonable relationship to spousal

support, in light of Washington Constitution article I, section 17’s prohibition on imprisonment for

debt.
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affirmed

Mona Hines appealed the Yakima County Superior Court's denial of
her motion to hold her former husband, Donald Kelley, in contempt for
failing to pay a debt assigned to him in the dissolution decree.

The opinion does not state a separately labeled standard of review. The
appellate court reviewed the dissolution court's denial of contempt
relief and applied the governing legal principles to the undisputed or
established facts.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether contempt remedies may be used to enforce a dissolution-decree obligation to pay a third-party

debt that has no reasonable relationship to spousal maintenance or child support.

2. Whether RCW 7.21.030 authorizes nonimprisonment contempt sanctions for failure to pay a nonsupport

debt imposed by a dissolution decree.

3. Whether Hines could obtain a judgment for the truck debt or return of the truck through contempt or

other dissolution-decree enforcement proceedings.

HOLDINGS

1. A dissolution court may not impose contempt sanctions for failure to pay a debt assigned in a dissolution
decree when the obligation has no reasonable relationship to the support of the former spouse or

children. The GMC truck debt was unrelated to Hines's support, so contempt relief was unavailable.

2. RCW 7.21.030 does not authorize contempt sanctions, including fines, forfeitures, indemnification, or
other remedial sanctions, to enforce a dissolution-decree obligation unrelated to spousal maintenance or
child support.

3. Hines could not obtain a judgment against Kelley for the truck debt or compel return of the truck
through her contempt motion or other dissolution-decree enforcement proceedings described in the

opinion.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We hold that contempt proceedings are a proper remedy to enforce the court’s order with respect to property
settlements—whether or not the settlement was previously agreed to by the parties, so long as it is embodied

or incorporated by reference in the divorce decree.” (17)

“We rule in favor of Donald Kelley because the facts establish the obligation to pay his mother-in-law for the

GMC pickup truck debt was unrelated to support for Mona Hines.” (27)

“For this reason, we hold that the astute dissolution court correctly rejected any contempt sanctions.” (32)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Mona Hines and Donald Kelley divorced in 2021. Their dissolution decree awarded Kelley a GMC pickup and
ordered him to pay the personal loan from Hines's mother used to purchase it; the decree expressly ordered no
spousal support. Kelley later stopped making payments, and Hines sought contempt relief, including a judgment,
fines, imprisonment, and return of the truck. The court concluded that the truck debt was unrelated to Hines's

support and that contempt remedies were unavailable.
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The Yakima County Superior Court entered a dissolution decree ordering Donald Kelley to pay the debt owed to
Mona Hines's mother for a GMC pickup truck, along with other assigned debts. After Kelley stopped making
payments, Hines moved in the dissolution proceeding for contempt, seeking monetary and coercive relief. The
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