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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Georgia affirmed the denial of Eddie Davis Martin, Jr.'s petition for a writ of
habeas corpus. Martin argued that appellate counsel was ineffective for failing to challenge the
sufficiency of the State's proof of venue in Dawson County. The court held that Martin had not
presented the complete trial record and that the evidence before the habeas court was sufficient to

support a rational finding that venue was proper.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Martin appealed the denial of his state habeas corpus petition, which

alleged ineffective assistance of appellate counsel for failing to

challenge the sufficiency of the State's proof of venue on direct appeal.

STANDARD OF REVIEW For ineffective assistance of appellate counsel, the petitioner must
establish deficient performance and prejudice. The underlying venue
claim was assessed under whether, viewing the evidence in the light
most favorable to the verdict, a rational trier of fact could find beyond

a reasonable doubt that venue was properly laid.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Martin was denied the effective assistance of appellate counsel when counsel failed to

challenge the sufficiency of the evidence proving venue in Dawson County.

2. Whether the trial evidence was sufficient to authorize a rational jury to find beyond a reasonable doubt

that venue was properly laid in Dawson County.

3. Whether Martin met his habeas burden when he failed to present the complete trial record, including a

video exhibit that might have contained evidence of venue.

HOLDINGS

1. Martin failed to establish ineffective assistance of appellate counsel because he did not show either that
counsel performed deficiently by omitting the venue claim or that the appeal would probably have had a

different outcome had the claim been raised.

2. When reviewing the sufficiency of evidence of venue, an appellate court must view the evidence in the
light most favorable to the verdict and determine whether the evidence would authorize a rational trier of

fact to find beyond a reasonable doubt that venue was properly laid.

3. The evidence available to the jury was sufficient to authorize a finding beyond a reasonable doubt that

Martin committed the crimes in Dawson County.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“To prevail on a claim of ineffective assistance of appellate counsel, a habeas petitioner must show that his
appellate counsel was deficient in failing to raise an issue on appeal and that, if counsel had raised that issue,

there is a reasonable probability that the outcome of the appeal would have been different.” (298 Ga. at 45)

“When reviewing the sufficiency of the evidence as to venue, an appellate court must view the evidence in the
light most favorable to the verdict and inquire whether the evidence would authorize a rational trier of fact to

find beyond a reasonable doubt that venue was properly laid.” (298 Ga. at 47)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Martin was tried and convicted in Dawson County of aggravated sexual battery, aggravated child molestation,
and child molestation. He claimed the State had not sufficiently proved that the offenses occurred in Dawson
County and that appellate counsel was ineffective for failing to raise the venue issue on direct appeal. The trial
record contained testimony from a Dawson County investigator, evidence concerning the location of the victim's
home near the Pickens-Dawson county line, and the victim's statement that her home was in Dawsonville.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Martin was convicted in Dawson County of aggravated sexual battery, aggravated child molestation, and child
molestation in 2006. The Georgia Court of Appeals affirmed the convictions on direct appeal. The habeas court

denied Martin's petition, and the Supreme Court of Georgia affirmed that denial.
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