UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF

OKLAHOMA

Allen Alexander Parks v. Mark Knutson, et al.

Parks - No. CIV-25-1564-D - Decided April 10, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma construes Plaintiff Allen

Alexander Parks’s notice as a voluntary dismissal under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)

(i). The court explains that the dismissal was self-executing, directs the Clerk to terminate the action as

of the notice date, and vacates the referral order to the magistrate judge.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiff's notice of voluntary dismissal operated as a dismissal under Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)(i) without further action by the Court.

HOLDINGS



1. A clear notice of voluntary dismissal filed under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(1)(A)() is self-

executing and dismisses the action without further action by the Court.
KEY QUOTATIONS

“stipulation of dismissal filed under Rule 41(a)(1)(A)(i) or (ii) is self-executing”

“clear statement”

“no action is required on the part of the court”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The opinion contains no substantive factual background concerning the underlying prisoner civil-rights action.

Plaintiff filed a notice stating that he voluntarily dismissed the case without prejudice. The Clerk received the
notice on April 9, 2026.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Clerk received Plaintiff's notice of voluntary dismissal on April 9, 2026. The Court construed the filing as a
notice under Rule 41(a)(1)(A)(i), held that the dismissal operated without further court action, directed the Clerk

to terminate the action, and vacated the prior referral order to the magistrate judge.
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