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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of California grants the petition to appoint
Latasha Edwards as guardian ad litem for minor plaintiff D.M.A. in an action seeking judicial review
of a final Social Security Administration decision. The court finds no apparent conflict between the
mother’s interests and those of the minor and appoints her under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 17(c)
and Local Rule 202(a).
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff brought an action seeking judicial review of a final decision
of the Commissioner of Social Security and moved for appointment of
Latasha Edwards as guardian ad litem for the minor plaintiff.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Appointment of a guardian ad litem is committed to the sound
discretion of the district court, which must take appropriate measures
to protect a minor or incompetent person during litigation.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished district-court order

PARTIES D.M.A., by and through his guardian ad litem, Latasha Edwards v.
Commissioner of Social Security
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Latasha Edwards should be appointed guardian ad litem for the minor plaintiff under Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 17(c)(2) and Local Rule 202(a).

2. Whether any apparent conflict of interest or other circumstance precluded D.M.A.'s mother from serving
as guardian ad litem.

HOLDINGS

1. A district court must appoint a guardian ad litem or issue another appropriate protective order when a
minor or incompetent person is unrepresented in an action; under the circumstances presented,
appointment of Latasha Edwards was appropriate.

2. A parent is not entitled as a matter of right to act as guardian ad litem for a child, although a parent may
generally be appointed when the parent's interests do not conflict with the minor's interests.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The court must appoint a guardian ad litem—or issue another appropriate order—to protect a minor or
incompetent person who is unrepresented in an action.” (at 1)

“This requires a district court to take whatever measures it deems proper to protect the individual during
litigation.” (at 1)

“The decision to appoint a guardian ad litem “must normally be left to the sound discretion of the trial
court.”” (at 1)

“Therefore, a parent is not entitled as a matter of right to act as guardian ad litem for the child.” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

D.M.A. is a minor pursuing judicial review of a Social Security Administration decision. D.M.A.'s mother,
Latasha Edwards, petitioned to serve as guardian ad litem and represented that she was willing and competent to
understand and protect D.M.A.'s rights. The petition also represented that she had no interest adverse to
D.M.A.'s rights, and the court found no apparent conflict.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

D.M.A., through counsel, filed an action for judicial review of a Social Security decision. The court considered
Plaintiff's petition to appoint D.M.A.'s mother, Latasha Edwards, as guardian ad litem and granted the petition.
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