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SUMMARY

The Mississippi Supreme Court affirmed Christopher Lee’s murder conviction and life sentence for

the stabbing death of Anice Smith. The court held that photographs of the victim and crime scene were

properly admitted, the refused manslaughter instructions were repetitive or unsupported, and the

prosecutor’s challenged arguments did not warrant reversal.
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Direct appeal from a Wayne County Circuit Court murder conviction
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The admission of photographs and the form and substance of jury
instructions are reviewed for abuse of discretion. Prosecutorial-
argument error warrants reversal only when it affects the fairness of
the trial; the court also considered whether any improper remark could
have affected the verdict in light of the overwhelming evidence of
guilt.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court reversibly erred by admitting photographs depicting the victim, her wounds, the

crime scene, and Lee's car.

2. Whether the trial court reversibly erred by refusing proposed jury instructions D-2, D-3, and D-4
concerning manslaughter.

3. Whether the prosecutor made improper 'conscience of the community' arguments or improperly

commented on Lee's failure to testify.

HOLDINGS

1. The trial court did not abuse its discretion by admitting the photographs because they had probative
value, including depicting different aspects of the crime scene, the victim's body, and her wounds, even

though Lee did not dispute the cause of death.

2. The trial court did not reversibly err by refusing instructions D-2, D-3, and D-4 because the
manslaughter theory was adequately covered by Instruction S-3, and the proposed instructions were

repetitive, inaccurate, confusing, or unsupported by the evidence.

3. The prosecutor's statement that the people of Wayne County were looking to the jury to make the streets
safer did not require reversal, even if interpreted as a 'conscience of the community' argument, because it
was not sufficiently egregious and could not have affected the verdict in light of the overwhelming
evidence of guilt. Lee's claim that the State commented on his failure to testify was meritless because he

testified and the record contained no such comment.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The exhibits in question had at the very least “some probative value,” which “is the only requirement

needed to buttress a trial judge’s decision to allow photographs into evidence.”” (17)

“A defendant is entitled to have jury instructions given which present his theory of the case; however, this
entitlement is limited in that the court may refuse an instruction which . . . is fairly covered elsewhere in the

instructions, or is without foundation in the evidence.” (15)

“Considering the overwhelming evidence of Lee’s guilt, it is inconceivable that this remark prompted the
verdict.” (119)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On August 1, 2000, Christopher Lee and Anice Smith rode around Wayne County drinking beer. After an
argument concerning Lee's driver's license, Lee claimed that he became enraged and repeatedly stabbed Smith
with a knife; Smith died from her wounds. Lee was tried for murder, convicted by a jury, and sentenced to life

imprisonment.
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A jury convicted Christopher Lee of murder in the Circuit Court of Wayne County, Mississippi, and the trial
court sentenced him to life imprisonment in the custody of the Mississippi Department of Corrections. Lee
appealed, challenging the admission of photographs, the refusal of proposed manslaughter instructions, and

alleged improper prosecutorial argument. The Mississippi Supreme Court affirmed the conviction and sentence.
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