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SUMMARY

The Rhode Island Supreme Court affirmed summary judgment declaring that Dunn’s Corners Fire
District had no obligation to provide fire, rescue, or other services to property owned by BPF Realty,
LLC. The court held that the Superior Court had subject-matter jurisdiction over the declaratory
judgment action and that the Bradford Fire District was not an indispensable party. It also concluded
that no genuine issue of material fact existed because a legislative enactment excluded the property
from the Bradford Fire District and an unrebutted affidavit confirmed its exclusion.
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DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE BPF Realty, LLC appealed from a Superior Court judgment granting
Dunn's Corners Fire District's motion for summary judgment on count
3 of its complaint and declaring that Dunn's Corners had no obligation
to provide services to the property.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Subject-matter jurisdiction is reviewed de novo. The grant of summary
judgment is also reviewed de novo under the same standards
applicable to the trial justice; the evidence is viewed in the light most
favorable to the nonmoving party, and summary judgment is proper
when no genuine issue of material fact exists and the moving party is
entitled to judgment as a matter of law.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Superior Court had subject-matter jurisdiction to issue declaratory relief concerning Dunn's
Corners' obligation to provide fire-protection services when the Bradford Fire District was not joined.

2. Whether a genuine issue of material fact existed as to whether the BPF property was located within the
Bradford Fire District.

HOLDINGS

1. The Superior Court had subject-matter jurisdiction over the declaratory-judgment action. The absence of
the Bradford Fire District did not deprive the court of subject-matter jurisdiction because Dunn's
Corners, which had contractually assumed the Bradford Fire District's firefighting responsibilities, was
the appropriate party to seek clarification of its own contractual obligations.

2. No genuine issue of material fact existed. The property was outside the Bradford Fire District, and
Dunn's Corners therefore had no obligation to provide fire-fighting, rescue, or other services to the
property based on its location.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A challenge to subject-matter jurisdiction questions the very power of the court to hear the case.” (184 A.3d
at 234)

“We review de novo whether a court has subject-matter jurisdiction over a particular controversy.” (184 A.3d
at 234)

“The Superior Court of Rhode Island is a trial court of general jurisdiction. It is granted subject-matter
jurisdiction over all cases unless that jurisdiction has been conferred by statute upon another tribunal.” (184
A.3d at 235)

“Simply stating an issue for appellate review, without a meaningful discussion thereof or legal briefing of the
issues, does not assist the Court in focusing on the legal questions raised, and therefore constitutes a waiver
of that issue.” (184 A.3d at 236)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Bradford Dyeing Association transferred the Bradford Industrial Park property to BPF Realty by quitclaim deed
in 2010. Although the Bradford Fire District had historically provided fire protection to the village of Bradford,
Dunn's Corners assumed the Bradford Fire District's firefighting responsibilities under a 2013 contract. Dunn's
Corners asserted that the property lay outside both Dunn's Corners and the Bradford Fire District, relying on a
1980 legislative boundary enactment and an affidavit from the Bradford Fire District's moderator; BPF had also
unsuccessfully sought to join the Bradford Fire District.



PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Dunn's Corners filed a six-count complaint seeking injunctive, declaratory, equitable, and monetary relief
concerning fire-protection services to property owned by BPF Realty. The Superior Court granted Dunn's
Corners summary judgment on count 3 based on a legislative enactment defining the Bradford Fire District's
boundaries and an unrebutted affidavit stating that the property had never been within that district. BPF
appealed, challenging subject-matter jurisdiction and the existence of a genuine issue of material fact; the
Supreme Court summarily decided the appeal and affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The record shall be returned to the Superior Court.
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