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TEXAS, GALVESTON DIVISION
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SUMMARY

The court withdraws the Clerk’s Entry of Default against Castlewall Enterprise, LLC, Tanya Bell, and
Keith Bell because the record does not show that the defendants were properly served with PNC
Bank’s motion for entry of default or other subsequent filings. The court denies PNC’s motion for
default judgment without prejudice as moot. PNC must properly serve the defendants with every filing
before further action will be taken.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff moved for default judgment after the Clerk entered default
against the defendants. The matter had been referred to the magistrate
judge for all pretrial purposes.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court reviewed whether default had been properly entered and
whether default judgment could be considered while service and
default remained procedurally defective.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown; district court opinion and source metadata identify no
precedential status.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether default could properly be entered when the plaintiff had not served the defendants with its
motion for entry of default.

2. Whether the court could consider the plaintiff's motion for default judgment when no defendant was
properly in default.

3. Whether the plaintiff must serve the defendants with every filing made before default is entered.

HOLDINGS

1. Default should not have been entered because, before default was entered, PNC was required to serve its
motion for entry of default on each defendant and the record showed no such service.

2. The motion for default judgment could not be considered because no defendant was properly in default;
the motion was denied without prejudice as moot.

3. PNC must properly serve the defendants with every document it has filed in the case, and no further
action will be taken until PNC demonstrates that service has been completed.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“That means that until the court has entered default, all motions, notices, and requests must be served on all
parties.” (Opinion and Order)

“Because there is no indication in the record that any defendant has been served with any filing in this case
after the initial service of summons—including and especially PNC’s motion for entry of default—default
should not have been entered against any defendant.” (Opinion and Order)

“PNC must properly serve Defendants with every document that PNC has filed in this case. No further action
will be taken in this case until PNC demonstrates to this court that it has served all its filings in this case on
Defendants.” (Opinion and Order)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

PNC sued Castlewall Enterprise, LLC, Tanya Bell, and Keith Bell. Although the defendants were served with the
summons, the record did not indicate that they were served with PNC's subsequent filings, including the motion
for entry of default. PNC's later motion for default judgment therefore followed an entry of default that had been
made without the required service of the default motion.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

PNC filed the action on May 16, 2025. Castlewall Enterprise, LLC and Tanya Bell were served on June 13,
2025, and Keith Bell was served on December 2, 2025. PNC moved for entry of default on February 4, 2026,
and default was entered on February 11, 2026, although the record did not show that the motion for entry of
default had been served. PNC then moved for default judgment on March 10, 2026. The court withdrew the
Clerk's entry of default and denied the motion for default judgment without prejudice as moot.



DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

No remand was ordered. PNC must properly serve the defendants with every document filed in the case and
demonstrate to the court that service has been completed. No further action will be taken until that showing is
made. PNC may renew a motion for default judgment only after default has been properly entered.
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