UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF

ILLINOIS

Sarah H. v. Frank Bigano, Commissioner of Social Security

Sarah H. - No. 3:25-cv-01964-GCS - Decided April 8, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Illinois granted the parties’ agreed motion

to remand a Social Security case. The court reversed the Commissioner’s decision and remanded

under sentence four of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) for rehearing and reconsideration, directing entry of

judgment for the plaintiff.
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The parties jointly moved to remand the Social Security case to the
Commissioner for further proceedings under sentence four of 42
U.S.C. § 405(g).

A sentence four remand under 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) requires a finding of

error in the Commissioner's decision.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the parties' agreed motion should be granted and the Commissioner's final decision remanded
under sentence four of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g).

2. Whether judgment should be entered in favor of Plaintiff following a sentence four remand.

HOLDINGS

1. The court granted the parties' agreed motion and remanded the case to the Commissioner under sentence

four of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) for rehearing and reconsideration of the evidence.

2. Upon the sentence four remand, judgment should be entered in favor of Plaintiff.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The final decision of the Commissioner of Social Security is REVERSED and REMANDED to the
Commissioner for rehearing and reconsideration of the evidence, pursuant to sentence four of 42 U.S.C. §
405(g).” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The case involved judicial review of a final decision of the Commissioner of Social Security. The parties agreed
that, on remand, the administrative law judge would consider the evidence, offer Plaintiff an opportunity for a
hearing, and issue a new decision.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Commissioner issued a final decision that was challenged by Plaintiff in federal district court. The parties
agreed that the case should be remanded under sentence four of § 405(g) for rehearing and reconsideration of the
evidence, and the court granted the motion, reversed the Commissioner's decision, and directed entry of

judgment for Plaintiff.

DISPOSITION
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REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The Commissioner must conduct rehearing and reconsideration of the evidence. The administrative law judge

must consider the evidence, offer Plaintiff the opportunity for a hearing, and issue a new decision.
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