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SUMMARY

The Illinois Supreme Court held that a party to a civil union qualifies as a "step-parent" under the
Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act, granting standing to seek visitation and allocation
of parental responsibilities for the child of a deceased civil union partner. The court reasoned that the
Civil Union Act intended to create an alternative to marriage equal in all respects, entitling civil union
partners to the same legal obligations, responsibilities, protections, and benefits as spouses, including
the stepparent definition. The holding is limited to individuals who have entered into a civil union, not
other non-marital relationships.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether a party to a civil union has standing to request visitation with her deceased partner's child as a
stepparent.

2. Whether a party to a civil union has standing to request parental responsibilities as a stepparent.

HOLDINGS

1. A civil union partner is a 'step-parent' as defined in the Dissolution Act.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We find that a civilly united partner is a 'step-parent' as defined in the Dissolution Act.” (¶ 16)

“The legislature expressly stated the purposes of the Civil Union Act, one of which is to 'provide persons
entering into a civil union with the obligations, responsibilities, protections, and benefits afforded or
recognized by the law of Illinois to spouses.'” (¶ 11)

“We find that, in enacting the Civil Union Act, the General Assembly intended to create an alternative to
marriage that was equal in all respects.” (¶ 20)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Matt Sharpe and Crystal Westmoreland had a child, A.S., and divorced. Sharpe later entered a civil union with
Kris Fulkerson. After Sharpe died, Westmoreland stopped allowing A.S. to visit Fulkerson. Fulkerson filed
petitions for visitation and allocation of parental responsibilities.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Fulkerson filed petitions for visitation and allocation of parental responsibilities in the circuit court. The circuit
court certified two questions to the appellate court, which answered in the negative. The supreme court granted
leave to appeal.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Remanded for further proceedings consistent with the opinion.
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