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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Georgia affirmed Javaris Compton’s malice-murder conviction arising from the
stabbing death of a fellow inmate. The court held that Compton failed to preserve his mistrial claim
because trial counsel did not object or move for a mistrial contemporaneously when testimony
revealed that Compton had refused to speak with an investigator after receiving Miranda warnings.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court abused its discretion by denying Compton's motion for a mistrial after a State
investigator testified that Compton refused to speak after being advised of his Miranda rights.

2. Whether Compton preserved the mistrial issue for appellate review by making a contemporaneous
objection and mistrial motion when the allegedly improper testimony was elicited.

HOLDINGS

1. A claim that the trial court abused its discretion in denying a mistrial is not preserved for appellate
review when the defendant does not move for a mistrial at the earliest opportunity, contemporaneously
with the testimony or event giving rise to the motion.

2. The court did not decide the merits of whether testimony about Compton's refusal to speak after Miranda
warnings was improper because the related mistrial claim was not preserved.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because Compton did not move for a mistrial “at the earliest opportunity in the trial court,” Moss v. State,
322 Ga. 757, 762 (2025) (quotation marks omitted), his claim that the trial court abused its discretion by
denying his mistrial motion is not preserved for appeal.” (4)

“Because Compton did not preserve his sole enumeration of error for appellate review, we affirm.” (6)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Compton and Rashad Bolton were incarcerated together in a cell at Hancock State Prison on January 4, 2021.
Correctional officers found Bolton injured and later discovered that Compton had moved his handcuffs and
possessed a shank; Bolton had no weapon, and no weapon was found in the cell. At trial, a State investigator
testified that, after reading Compton his Miranda rights, Compton refused to speak with him. Compton was
convicted of malice murder and related offenses.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A Hancock County grand jury indicted Compton for malice murder, felony murder predicated on aggravated
assault, and aggravated assault. After a jury trial, Compton was found guilty on all counts, and the trial court
sentenced him to life without parole for malice murder; the remaining counts merged or were vacated by
operation of law. The trial court denied Compton's amended motion for new trial, and the Supreme Court of
Georgia affirmed because the mistrial issue was not preserved for appellate review.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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