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SUMMARY

The Florida Third District Court of Appeal affirmed the trial court's judgment in favor of Hal J. Webb
and related appellees. The per curiam opinion relied on principles concerning ratification of
settlements, fraud claims based on adversary statements, summary-judgment findings, defamation
privileges and standards, evidentiary balancing, and punitive damages.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the circuit court's judgment should be affirmed in light of the settlement-ratification, fraud,
defamation, evidentiary, and punitive-damages issues raised on appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. The circuit court judgment was affirmed.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The court may find as a matter of law that where a party accepts the benefits of a settlement or compromise
of his case and he knows or in the exercise of due diligence should have known all the facts concerning that
settlement (as in the case at bar), he ratifies that settlement by the acceptance of those benefits whether the
settlement in the first instance was unauthorized by him or not and he is thereafter estopped to attack the
settlement and the judgment entered thereon.” (1)

“The news media has been given a qualified privilege to accurately report on the information they receive
from government officials. This privilege includes the broadcast ‘of the contents of an official document, so
long as their account is reasonably accurate and fair’, even if the official documents contain erroneous
information.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The opinion is a brief per curiam affirmance and does not set out the underlying facts in detail. The cited
authorities indicate that the appeal involved alleged acceptance of settlement benefits, fraud claims based on
statements by litigation adversaries, alleged defamatory publications, evidentiary objections, and punitive
damages.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Sharon Dresser appealed a circuit court judgment entered in an action involving settlement ratification, alleged
fraud, defamation, evidentiary issues, and punitive damages. The Third District Court of Appeal affirmed the
judgment per curiam, citing multiple authorities addressing the issues raised.
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