UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF

WISCONSIN

Estate of Demetrius L. Stephenson, by Special Administrator Richard

Coad v. Calumet County, Kristen Klotz, and Kristi LeClair

Estate of Stephenson - No. 22-C-956 - Decided December 16, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Wisconsin denied renewed motions for

judgment as a matter of law by Calumet County and HHS employees Kristen Klotz and Kristi LeClair.

The court held that a reasonable jury could find that the defendants violated a pretrial detainee’s

Fourteenth Amendment rights by failing to take reasonable measures to address his risk of self-harm,

and it declined to apply qualified immunity or remove punitive damages from consideration. The court

also allowed the plaintiff’s Monell claim against Calumet County to proceed based on the alleged

conduct of an authorized policymaker.
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After a six-day jury trial ended in a mistrial because the jury could not
reach a unanimous verdict, the HHS defendants and Calumet County
renewed motions for judgment as a matter of law under Federal Rule
of Civil Procedure 50.

Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 50, judgment as a matter of law
is proper only when a reasonable jury would lack a legally sufficient
evidentiary basis to find for the nonmoving party. The court views the
evidence and reasonable inferences in the light most favorable to the
nonmoving party and may not weigh evidence or make credibility

determinations.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the evidence permitted a reasonable jury to find that Klotz and LeClair violated Stephenson'’s
Fourteenth Amendment rights by knowingly and purposefully failing to take objectively reasonable

measures to protect him from self-harm.
2. Whether Klotz and LeClair were entitled to qualified immunity as a matter of law.

3. Whether the evidence was insufficient as a matter of law to submit the Estate's punitive-damages claim

to the jury.

4. Whether Calumet County was entitled to judgment as a matter of law on the Estate's Monell claim based

on LeClair's alleged conduct as a municipal policymaker.

HOLDINGS

1. The court could not conclude that no reasonable jury could find that Klotz and LeClair knowingly and
purposefully failed to take objectively reasonable additional steps to protect Stephenson from serious

self-harm; therefore, judgment as a matter of law was denied.

2. Klotz and LeClair were not entitled to qualified immunity at the judgment-as-a-matter-of-law stage
because, if the jury found a constitutional violation on the Estate's evidence, existing precedent would

have placed them on notice that failing to act in response to serious suicide risk could be unlawful.

3. The evidence was sufficient to leave the punitive-damages issue for the jury, so the court denied

judgment as a matter of law on that claim.

4. Calumet County was not entitled to judgment as a matter of law because the evidence could permit a
jury to find that HHS Supervisor LeClair, acting as the County's final policymaker for jail mental-health

decisions, directly violated Stephenson's Fourteenth Amendment rights.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Demetrius Stephenson was a pretrial detainee at the Calumet County Jail who reported a history of serious
mental illness, hallucinations, self-harm thoughts, and prior suicidal statements. In the week before his August
20, 2019 suicide, he made additional statements about hanging himself and killing himself, expressed severe
depression and hopelessness, and reported suicidal thoughts during multiple contacts with HHS personnel. The
Estate alleged that HHS employees failed to take additional protective and treatment measures, including suicide
watch, assessment, treatment planning, referral, or involuntary commitment, and that the County was liable

under Monell.
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The Estate brought a 42 U.S.C. § 1983 action seeking damages arising from Demetrius Stephenson's suicide
while detained at the Calumet County Jail. Following summary judgment, the remaining claims were a
Fourteenth Amendment claim against HHS employees Kristen Klotz, Shannon Teska, and Kristi LeClair, and a
Monell claim against Calumet County. After trial resulted in a mistrial, the Estate dismissed its claims against
Teska with prejudice, and Klotz, LeClair, and the County renewed their Rule 50 motions. The court denied both
motions.
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